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			TRUDA TUNE 

			in conversation with Carmela Tyson

			It is what it is!

			Truda is a local lady, born at Mildura Base Hospital on 5 May 1931. Her Mum was fond of saying that Truda was the first white baby born there – although Truda has some doubts about the story! Her Mother, Martha, was forty-one when Truda was born.

			On our last catch-up, discussing the final draft, Truda noticed that the folder I had brought to hold my documents had the brand name ‘OTTO’ on the cover. “How fitting! It’s the given name of my grandfather, Otto Abramowski”.
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			Truda Tune née Newton

			Truda’s parents were Martha Miranda Dorothea Newton, affectionately called ‘Marti’, and George Alfred Newton. George Newton’s first wife had died.

			Martha was the daughter of Dr Otto Louis Moritz Abramowski, one of Mildura’s early white settlers. She had a twin brother, Otto, but he died of heat stroke at six months of age.

			Dr Abramowski was born in Osterode, East Prussia in 1852. Truda told me he was a member of a very old Russian family; his great grandfather had been Governor of Warsaw. He advocated strongly for a district hospital in the Mildura Region. In 1896, he was appointed resident surgeon and was in this role until 1908 when he left for Melbourne.

			

			While in Mildura, Dr. Abramowski took an active interest in the welfare and ongoing progress of the district. He served on the Mildura Irrigation Trust Commission, the Committee of the Horticultural Society, and was president of the Mildura Shire Council for five years. He authored a book called Eating for Health.

			Truda’s Mother, Martha, organised the naming of a Mildura street, Dr Abramowski Court. Truda never got to meet her grandfather.

			When Truda was young, her family lived on a twenty-acre fruit block at the corner of Fourteenth Street and San Mateo Avenue. It extended right down to Etiwanda Avenue. “These were poor times, leading up to the Great Depression”, she says.

			They had chooks, and cows which needed milking.

			While the family were still living in Fourteenth Street, their cow knocked her mum over. This resulted in a broken leg for Martha who was admitted to hospital. Truda was taken on visits to her mum in hospital to be breastfed. “It was apparently frowned on by some”. Truda believes she was breastfed until she was four years of age.

			Truda has lots of memories of her early years…

			She remembers a big black dog who used to hang around her and Truda would be too scared to go to the outside toilet.

			She recalls that when they lived in Thirteenth Street, Martha would bring in boarders to help make ends meet.

			Truda remembers that her dad, George Newton, joined the army when he was 69, telling them he was 35. He was assigned to the Light Horse Brigade.

			She tells me that her dad played the accordion, and he used to say to Truda, “Dance for me Doodah”.

			Martha has lots of sayings, including some in German. Martha had taught Truda a war song and she now sings it to me in German. Truly beautiful!

			

			She tells me that she attended Mildura Central Primary School, walking to school and to home. As Truda smiles, she remembers her prep teacher, Miss. Waddington and her sixth-grade teacher Mr. Fraser.

			At primary school, every Monday morning, the students would assemble in the quadrangle and recite the following pledge …

			I love God and my Country,
I will honour the flag,
I will serve the King,
I cheerfully obey my parents, teachers and the law.

			Truda then went on to Mildura High School working towards her Intermediate Certificate, but she left before the end of the year. Truda left school at fourteen years of age to get a job. Exams were coming up and study was not a priority for her at the time. Truda’s priorities were dancing, skating, basketball and athletics - especially running.

			She did not even tell her mother that she did not want to remain at school and that she had applied for a job. When she told her mother that she was not going to school and that she had a job, her mother seemed to react positively to this surprise announcement.

			Hancock, Woodward and Hollick had advertised a job in the local newspaper and Truda applied. At the interview, Truda was put through a typing test. Truda said she was quite fussy and worked to ensure that she kept going until she got it right, throwing away pieces of work she wasn’t happy with into the wastepaper basket. Truda wanted it to be perfect!

			Another applicant was successful in obtaining the position and the company let Truda know that they did not have a job for her. However, they were so impressed with the standard of her work, picking up that she was a perfectionist, they recommended her for a typist position at the old Sarnia. She notes that these were the happiest days of her life. She was at Sarnia for many years, returning there after the birth of her daughter, Jenny.
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			Ken and Truda’s Wedding Day, 10 May, 1949.

			On 10 May, 1949, Truda married Ken Cowl, celebrating the event at the Black and White Café. They met while she was working as an usherette at the Astor Theatre in Langtree Avenue. Ken drove a cab for Ryan Brothers. He used to pick her up in the taxi and that is how they got to know each other. He later bought and operated his own taxi, a black Holden with a yellow design.

			Ryan Brothers sent Ken to Melbourne to enter a driving competition. Martha, Truda and Jenny went along to watch the competition. It was a great day. Ken almost won a car but was eliminated when he hit the marker at the end of the track.

			Ken Cowl came from Melbourne where he used to drive army trucks. He had a truck accident in Melbourne, prior to coming to Mildura. He had his arm leaning out of the truck when he had the accident. “There was no air conditioning in the vehicle back then, people often put their arm out the window to catch the breeze. Ken always had a bad arm from that time on. He was a mechanic”.

			

			He taught Truda to drive in the taxicab up Pump Hill, on the way to Merbein. The accelerator jammed and Ken had to get on the floor and unjam the accelerator. He had told her to accelerate, not use the gears. “He was a very patient teacher”, Truda says.

			Truda took some formal lessons and, not doing so well with the parallel parking, she would sometimes end partially on the nature strip. The instructor seemed to think that this was because she was nervous! She found it quite stressful having the tester sitting in the back seat, particularly when it came to the compulsory handbrake start coming up under the railway bridge into Seventh Street that we all had to do at the time.
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			Ken Cowl, Truda’s first husband

			Ken, Truda and their daughter, Jenny, used to enjoy water skiing. They had their own boat. “We started off with a fishing boat called ‘Marti’, after Mum. From memory, the next boat was 60 horsepower. Skiing was a great activity for the entire family, and other children also. When the children didn’t want to ski anymore, there were many hours after that they spent fishing.”

			

			While we were discussing this, Truda remembers Valmai Magookin née Hood. Ken and Truda also used to teach Valmai’s three children how to water ski. Valmai and Truda are friends to this day. Valmai is one year younger than Truda, she now lives in Adelaide. They both still speak on the phone and correspond on birthdays and other special occasions. Truda understands that they may be the last two surviving members of their original basketball team.

			Truda’s mother, Martha offered to look after Jenny and supported Truda to go back to work. Martha basically brought Jenny up, as Truda went straight back to work. Jenny and Martha used to cook together. Martha was a great cook and used to enter the Mildura Show, with her last entry being grape jam. Martha also loved her beads. Truda later showed me some of her Mum’s beads, which she now treasures and has on display in her home.

			Truda used to roller skate out the back of Don Carrazza’s first restaurant, the Mary Elizabeth, which was located next to the Commercial Bank on the corner of Eighth Street and Langtree Avenue. Martha worked washing dishes at the Mary Elizabeth. Martha also worked at the Rendezvous, washing dishes. She got on really well with the Hardings (the owners at the time). After the dances at places such as The Old Mill, Murray Moon, Casa Loma, The Workingman’s Club, and The Ballarina, Truda would often meet up with her mum at the Rendezvous Restaurant.

			“At The Ballarina, there was seating along the walls. The ladies used to sit along the wall and the guys used to approach the ladies for a dance. After the dances, the ladies used to go for a snack at The Busy Bee and we always had baked beans for supper - a basic snack, not like people would have now”, Truda says.

			Truda was, and remains very active, having many interests such as ballroom dancing, waterskiing, basketball and line dancing. She has fond memories of dancing at Perry’s Old Time Dances, (the piano player there was Bassie Perry), and on the Avoca.

			

			Truda did line dancing for twenty years. When the Covid 19 Pandemic hit, Truda gave this up. This was coinciding with her 90th Birthday. She has not returned to line dancing but still dances around the patio with Midori. They ‘jiggle around together’.

			Truda also used to work at the Ozone Theatre in Langtree Avenue - she loved the staff uniforms there. On Saturday afternoons, she used to go to the Ozone Theatre. At intermission, one of the group members would go over the road to Thom Pack’s store and get some fruit salad ice blocks (just one penny each!). On Friday night, Ken and Truda always had a permanent booking of the two seats in the back row of the lounge downstairs. Some visits to the pictures also saw them heading off to the IXL Milk Bar to have a milk shake.

			After Truda’s time at Sarnia, she worked at Shilliday’s (owned by Myers, Adelaide) starting off in the Tattslotto Agency (in the store, down a ramp – underground), and later in the fashionwear section, buying in the latest fashion for the store. (Shilliday’s was a large, well known and well patronised department store in Mildura.) Truda remembers Bill Lee, who worked in the delicatessen at Shilliday’s.

			While at Shilliday’s, a group of showroom staff had “a nice little Tattslotto win” and to this day, Truda still has the furniture she bought with her share. (I am sitting on one of the chairs chatting to Truda about her story). The only minor damage to the furniture has been from her loving and very loved canine companions, Tia Maria and Midori May who have chewed on the cane chair legs, (long forgiven, to be sure!)

			During Truda’s time at Shilliday’s, she worked with the Catholic Church to run regular large fashion parades. Truda would co-ordinate the event, including writing the scripts for the M.C. Truda used to write the script in bed, get up and type it all out, then go back to bed. Sue Japp used to be the M.C. Truda tells me that “she was an ideal M.C.” Truda says that she did not have the confidence to stand up in front of a crowd of people.

			Truda had just one daughter, Jenny. Jenny got Truda her puppies, Tia Maria and Midori May. Jenny thought her mum’s house was too quiet!

			

			Jenny has three sons, Blake, Kade and Chase, all born in Melbourne. Blake lives in America and is a fireman and paramedic. Kade and Chase live on the Gold Coast. Jenny has five grandchildren.

			Martha always lived with Truda and Ken. Truda says, “Ken loved her as a mum!”

			Truda and Ken moved and bought a house in Melbourne and Martha moved with them. Ken worked with Jenny’s husband, cladding houses, and also helped with Jenny’s three children.

			Jenny and Truda have enjoyed many trips overseas: Bali, the Islands, Hawaii, California, Las Vegas. Truda has many memories of all the wonderful shows she saw in Las Vegas. She can still visualise many of the shows. There was one where the actors were coming down and landing on to the stage which was a hard surface giving Truda the impression that the actors thought they were going to die. But, at the last moment, a replacement landing appeared. It was water. This always fascinated Truda. She has read something recently showing that this still happens in some performances.

			Truda treasures some photos she has of her early days in Mildura, including some taken at the local 3MA radio studio around the time television was first introduced.

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			Truda and Her friend Marie Nancarrow 
admire an early television camera

			Truda chuckles right now, as we chat, remembering how she took up smoking cigarettes. She is now laughing at the memory of she and her sister, Joyce Iredale, smoking “a cane chair between them” bit by bit, over a matter of time – after they had their bath! (Truda says that the quantity is possibly a slight exaggeration).

			I was reminded that, at this time, they were having to boil the water and share the bath water, as many did at that time (she was glad there was only two of them having to use the same water).

			After Truda’s time at Shilliday’s, she commenced work at Maples department store in Deakin Avenue. She remembers Noel Pugsley and Ian Tune worked at Maples. They were originally ticket writers and window dressers and Noel progressed to be the manager of the store.

			

			Ian and Truda worked well together and as time went on, they travelled away on business. Truda carried out the role of fashion buyer and travelled away to buy all the stock for the department. “Ian would haggle about the prices”, Truda said, indicating he was very good at negotiating the prices. They had a lot in common and were later to become husband and wife.

			Maples always had a variety of window displays, live animals such as sheep and chickens. There was a shearer in the window at one stage, shearing a sheep. There was also an annual baby photograph competition with photos displayed for people to view and lodge votes.

			When Maples closed and Clark Rubber took over the business, Noel Pugsley, Ian Tune and George Collie got into Trendmakers. Truda ran the shop and Bernice Quinn joined Truda at Trendmakers. Bernice and Truda had worked together at Maples. She was later to join Truda at Truda T’s. June Gebhart also worked with Truda and Bernice. Truda remembers that June basically used to bring people off the street. “She was a great sales lady, and they were both great with customers.”

			Noel introduced suitcases and handbags and sewing machines into Trendmakers.

			Truda would dress the in-store mannequins in the fashion of the day. She changed the displays regularly to provide ongoing interest for prospective customers. She would create the display “making it like a story”.

			The display was all lit up, special lights which changed all the time, around the models. Back then, people used to wander around the streets, as an outing at various times of the day and evening, to look at the shop windows. They would often then come into the store during business hours to get what they had seen on display.

			Truda met many new people, in the way of customers, staff, suppliers and sales representative. To this day, she remains best friends with Bernice Quinn. They enjoy lots of laughter! Twelve months or more later, after Trendmakers had closed, she and Ian started another store called Truda T’s. They had this for approximately ten years.

			

			Truda still has some lovely statues and an enormous display of roses, which were part of the shop displays at Truda T’s. Truda tells me that she used to take Benji (her canine companion at the time) to work with her. Benji was a white Maltese, and she had a playpen for him in a room behind her work area, near the doors.

			Truda lived in Melbourne for approximately one year before she came back to marry Ian. When Truda returned to Mildura, Martha moved into Princes Court, where she was very happy. Truda visited her every evening after work.

			The biggest influence in Truda’s life was her mum, Martha. Her mum came to Mildura to visit and stayed. Truda says her Mum was religious. She was a ‘real lady’ practicing the Christian faith and her religious beliefs. Her philosophy was you don’t have to be a church goer to live by your religious beliefs.

			The Mildura Hospital was a huge part of her life, and, throughout her life, she donated money to the hospital. When Truda worked at Shilliday’s, Martha started to show signs of what was thought to be dementia. It was difficult for Truda to go to work.

			Around this time, Martha started to lose her sight – something had blocked off in her brain and somehow it righted itself. Martha was then well again, as her brain was as good as it ever was. Truda says, “It totally amazed all of us!” She was totally blind, but some days she seemed to see shapes.

			There is certainly a show of long genes in the family!
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			Truda’s mother Martha with granddaughter Jenny

			Shillidays had another shop on the corner of Lime Avenue and Eighth Street. Truda moved to this store to be closer to her Mum. While Martha was unwell, Truda used to leave her home to go to the store and during her morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea breaks, she would go home to care for her and check on her. Martha’s sight did not come back. It appeared she had macular degeneration, and it was too advanced to be able to be treated.

			As Truda smiles at me, she goes back to her memories of thoroughly enjoying dressing her mum in the fashion of the day, taking pride in ensuring she always looked beautiful.

			As she had lost her sight, Truda used to tell her what she was putting on her and what the colours were. Martha had to have her hair done every week at Princes Court.

			

			Truda would then often put her in the borrowed wheelchair, and they would head off on a regular outing to the shop (now known as PJ’s Foodworks) in Deakin Avenue, opposite Henderson Park near the Thirteenth Street Corner. They always looked forward to these outings in Henderson Park, enjoying a nice long chat and an ice-cream, which was the highlight of Martha’s day.

			Martha would like to start her day off with an orange drink and always went to bed with a banana and Truda’s dog.

			Martha attended the Celebration of the 100 Years of Mildura Base Hospital, helping Sid Duckett cut the amazing cake. She also gave a speech.
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			Martha (Truda’s mum) admiring a brush, comb and mirror set which she always wanted, on display at Mildura Arts Centre

			In reminiscing about Mildura’s early years, Truda notes that there were many rural properties, with lots of greenery. Coming in on the plane to the airport, there was a beautiful view of all the greenery. There are many more houses now, often with smaller parcels of land, and many of the properties have been cleared and sub-divided for residential estates.

			Another of the differences today, as a contrast to the earlier years, Truda now notices that people do not tend to stroll around of an evening window shopping, due to safety concerns. Also, children do not generally walk to and from school, as so many did when she was going to school. People now tend to drive most places, and traffic is so much busier now and somewhat rushed. Truda comments on the pace of life being so much faster, and says with age, we slow down, and we also react differently.

			These days, things get disposed of and replaced rather than being repaired and with technology, when things are updated, they often become redundant and need to be thrown out, resulting in a financial cost to the owner for the replacement item.

			Another observation is couples don’t always tend to marry as much as they did back in her day. If they do, not as many tend to have traditional church weddings.

			Kingfisher Estate is where Truda now lives independently in a secure, friendly environment – of approximately fifty homes. Truda refers to the community there as being “just like family”.

			Truda loves a “belly laugh”. She loves being amongst people who make her laugh and says that with so many bad things happening in the world, you need to have a laugh. Sometimes when she is with people, Truda might come out with an old saying which can result in bringing some of the people “undone”!

			Kingfisher Estate, her home of eight years, provides Truda with a wonderful space, with the Irymple Hub area only a short walk away. It gives her close access to a variety of businesses. She and Midori May have many walks around the area. Truda has always had animals. “They are true, loyal friends”!
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			Truda and daughter, Jenny on Truda’s 90th birthday celebrations

			There is a coffee group on the Estate. On Friday evenings, they have a get together, taking it in turns to host the event. At other times, some may meet at the Irymple Hotel or its new Café, Home Ground Café, Irymple. Through our conversations, Truda has enjoyed reflecting on her life. Saturdays changed from a “nothing day” to a “something day”. Topped off with a casual chat and a cuppa and cake!

			Jenny comes to visit her in Mildura, which Truda always looks forward to. When Jenny comes to visit Truda, they sit on the patio and chat, often bursting out laughing which can sometimes also “bring them undone”! Mother and daughter always have fun together and thoroughly enjoy each other’s company.

			Truda has said that she and Jenny always had a favourite saying. “It is what it is!” – and they still say it!
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