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			WILLIAM ‘NOEL’ PUGSLEY 

			in conversation with Joe Watson 

			Don’t jump to conclusions, be consistent, be honest! 

			In January 1948, in an office in Maples Department Store Mildura, sat a mother and her gangly fifteen- year-old son. They were seated before the store manager, Owen Keen. The teen was applying for his first job after finishing his education at Mildura Technical School. The interview progressed well, and the lad was hired to work for Maples as a trainee ticket writer and assistant window dresser. He was to start work on February 4, 1948. 

			Owen Keen had just given William Noel Pugsley the wings which the young man would use with dedication and commitment to fly to the highest levels as Branch Supervisor and Executive Manager of the Maples chain of stores. Noel’s retail abilities saw him progress from the bottom rung of the Mildura store ladder to participation in Board Room decisions, opening branches in southeast Australia, and acting as general trouble-shooter and mentor for the Maples-Clark Rubber chains, before embarking on his own retail businesses. Noel’s story is one of great achievement in the world of commerce and contribution to his community and while his business activities took him to various locations in Australia and overseas, his roots remained firmly planted in the warm Mallee soil of Mildura. 

			His story starts far away from the sun-burnt scrub of north-west Victoria, and long before his birth on September 21, 1932. His connection to the Mildura community starts in the 1890’s when his great grandparents succumbed to the lure of a better life than the one on offer in Cornwall, England when they obtained a copy of the ‘Red Book’. 

			It was a publication designed to promote the Chaffey Brothers’ Irrigation project in Victoria, Australia. The Pugsleys of Cornwall, consisting of Noel’s great grandparents and their twelve children, made the journey to Adelaide, and then by the paddle steamer Gem up the Murray River to the newly established township of Mildura. 

			One of their sons, Samuel James Churchill Pugsley, was also an adventurer, having caught the ‘gold fever’ which had spread out from Paddy Hannan’s discovery of the precious metal in the Coolgardie-Kalgoorlie area of Western Australia. Samuel moved to the Western Australian goldfields and mined on his own claim in the Norseman area. While in Western Australia, Samuel met a New Zealander girl named Emma. They married and Noel’s father, William James Churchill Pugsley was born in 1900. When Samuel’s gold mining venture came to an end, he returned with his wife and family to Mildura where he resumed work as a builder. Samuel’s building business prospered and at times he had up to forty-five employees working for him in Mildura and elsewhere in Victoria. Some of Samuel’s Mildura homes remain in use today, evidence of the quality of his workmanship. 

			Noel’s father William embraced the relatively new technology of moving pictures and worked as a projectionist and movie theatre manager in Mildura. William married a local girl, Irene Young, who was the daughter of a horticulturalist and Justice of the Peace. William and Irene moved to Korumburra in Gippsland, Victoria, for a short time where William managed a movie theatre. On return to Mildura, William and Irene established their household at 38 Walnut Avenue. William changed professions and became a driver for Mills’ Bus Lines. 

			Noel’s parents had six children, four boys and two girls, with Noel being the youngest. 

			Noel inherited traits from both his parents. He received his musical ability from his father who was an accomplished pianist, and a love of sport from his mother who was a keen player of tennis and lawn bowls. Noel’s mother rode her push-bike into her eighties. Noel’s parents and siblings provided the love and stability which saw him launch into life, providing the foundations for his future success. 

			Noel recalls… 

			“My first memories are those of a family Christmas when my Uncle Roy made a billy-cart for us children. It was very well made and painted blue with our names depicted on one side, and something like ‘Pugsley Transport’ painted on the other. 

			“I recall my childhood as being rather typical of many families in Mildura at that time. We played together with the neighbours’ children. There was never a great deal of money in our family, but my father provided a constant income, and my mother was a very good housekeeper. 

			Like many families, we grew vegetables and had fruit trees. We raised chickens at our home for meat and eggs. As I was the youngest, I received the ‘hand me downs’ from my older brothers to go with clothes made by my mother, often from my father’s old gabardine trousers. It was not until I was fourteen that I was given my first pair of store-bought long trousers. 

			“My father was often away from home with his work. The daily discipline, and the running of the household fell to my mother. My mother was strict and would not hesitate to use the leather strap for discipline. I recall on one occasion when my brother Bob thought that Mum had gone too far with the use of the strap, Bob threw the strap high into one of the fruit trees and Mum had to find a replacement. 

			“I started school at the Mildura West Primary which was a relatively short walk from home. Although the West School is now considered part of inner-city Mildura, it was in those days, on the fringe of the town and had a rural aspect to it. I can even recall drovers moving livestock up Walnut Avenue to the stockyards at the railway station in Seventh Street. 

			“I enjoyed school, but I was an average student. Like a prelude to the COVID 19 lockdowns and the school closures of 2020-21, I recall my school being closed when a polio epidemic descended on Mildura around 1939. Children were confined to their homes and contact with friends was stopped to avoid contracting that cruel and debilitating disease. I can still visualise several of my school friends with callipers on their legs, because of the disease. 

			“Like now, us kids still managed to maintain contact with our friends but, unlike now, there was no social media or on-line connections. My older brother Bob overcame this by rigging up a pulley system with our neighbours so we could pass comics and notes between us. Bob even went further and with jam tins and string, he developed a primitive intercom system with our neighbours. On reflection, these many years later, we could have just as easily yelled at each other over the fence. Outside of school our recreation was anything that did not cost money. 

			“The children from the various families in the neighbourhood would come together for impromptu games of cricket and football and I learnt to swim at the Mildura pool after very nearly drowning. The Mildura pool in the 1930’s was located between the trainline and the Murray River, at the end of Madden Avenue. When I was about four, Mum took me to the baths. I was in my swimming costume and got into the water while Mum went to get changed. The pool had a grab rail around the side. I used the rail to get further and further into the deep end of the pool. I recall losing my grip on the rail and going under the water and being rescued by my mother who had fortunately come out of the change rooms in the nick of time. 

			“Although World War II started in 1939, it had no effect on my family until the Royal Australian Air Force established an Operational Training Unit in Mildura in 1942. My father would on occasions allow me to travel with him on the bus and collect the servicemen from the Mildura township and take them out to the RAAF base. These servicemen left an indelible memory on me as I can still see them today, coming out of a misty Mildura winter morning in their blue uniforms. The trainee pilots had a white flash on their hats and were considered the glamour boys of the Armed Services. 

			“It was also about this time when I was ten or eleven that I developed my lifelong interest in music. I learnt to read and play music which led me to join the Mildura Brass Band where I played the cornet. Later, I joined a band that played during the intermission at the Ozone Picture Theatre. Later still, I joined a dance band where I played the trumpet. My passion for playing music continued and coexisted with my sporting, business, and married life. 

			“After finishing sixth grade at the West School, I started at Mildura Technical School where I pursued an interest in woodwork. It was then my intention to become a carpenter. At the ‘Tech’ I used a lathe and made a large ladle for my mother to use when washing the family clothes in the copper. I later made a folding ladder which I still have to this day. I did four years at the Tech and gained my Intermediate Certificate. I was by then fifteen and ready to seek employment. 

			“After being accepted to work at Maples, I started as a Window Dresser, Ticket Writer and Advertising Junior. I was fortunate to be mentored by Jim Lee. Maples Mildura, being the largest store in the Maples chain, had its own Advertising Manager and Display Manager which enabled me to get specialised training in these areas. Jim Lee had worked in the Bourke Street, Melbourne store and had a wealth of retail experience. 

			“Jim was also a perfectionist and under the tutelage of Jim and others at Maples, I started learning the basics of the retail industry. It served me well throughout my working life. I started with the lost art of ticket writing. Today with the advent of computers, all signs, prices, and item descriptions are digitally generated and printed. However, before this technology was available, this information had to be handwritten and this was the job of the ticket writer. 

			“I undertook a correspondence course doing hundreds of repetitions of loops, learning brushwork techniques and the use of various fonts as part of my training. With the window dressing I was encouraged to use my creativity and imagination. I was taught to employ props, illustrations, and the need for balance. Prior to this time, I had not considered myself artistic, but I found that I had a flair for design and style. In relation to advertising I learnt how to construct an effective advertisement with the use of illustrations and precise wording to bring the items being sold to the attention of the public. I would regularly go to the Sunraysia Daily newspaper with the proofs of the store advertisements. My work hours were from 9am to 5.30pm (or sometimes 6pm), Monday to Friday and from 9am until 12.30pm on Saturday. My initial weekly wage was £1/7/6. I loved my work but kept up my sport by playing cricket for Mildura West and football for Mildura, and later for Imperials. In between the cricket and football seasons I commenced playing the occasional game of golf which would become an important part of my later life. 

			“My passion for playing music continued. In addition to my involvement in the Mildura Brass Band and playing at the Ozone Theatre, I played in a dance band which regularly appeared at the ‘Old Mill’. I was just fifteen at that stage. At the time the Musician’s Union was strong in the district and I was paid on award rates and received £3/10/- per session which was from 8pm to 12am on Saturday night. The pay was more than double my weekly wage at Maples and allowed me to save up for a car. 

			“When I turned eighteen, I had the £200 necessary to purchase my first car. At this time, cars were expensive and difficult to purchase as manufacturing was still recovering from wartime production. However, my brother Bob found a Morris A40 for sale in Melbourne and it was decided that we would go down to the city to purchase it. Bob, his mate and I drove down to Melbourne in a Willys car. The Morris was not in good condition. The canvas roof was in disrepair and the body work was damaged. 

			“However, I purchased the car and set off to return to Mildura with my brother and his mate following. I was only ten miles out of Melbourne when I heard a terrible rattle below the floor of the vehicle. When we all stopped to inspect, we found that the tie rods which control the steering were only held on with wire and they had come loose. There were no roadworthy certificates in those days. After repairing the tie rods, we continued our journey at the cruising speed of the A40, being about thirty miles per hour. 

			“The road between Ouyen and Mildura was notoriously bad with huge corrugations, tight corners and bad cambers on the road itself. On one sweeping bend the Morris started shaking badly and although I was only doing approximately twenty-five miles per hour, the car slid down the camber, off the road, hitting a roadside post and careering into the bush. I was devastated. The car that represented many years of saving was stuck in the bush and inoperable. I was in tears when my brother Bob comforted me. Bob and his mate knew about machines, and they set to work in getting the car operating and back on the road. With Bob’s singlet and a wire coat hanger they got the carburettor back on the engine and the motor running. Bob then drove the A40 back to Mildura for me. The Morris was renovated over time, and I continued to own it for the next eight to nine years. 

			“Back at Maples I continued to work in display and advertising until around 1952 when I was transferred to the furniture area and commenced training to take over the management of that department. I became head of the department in 1958. As the manager of Furniture and Floorcoverings I had responsibility for purchasing and sales of stock and a staff of about fourteen. (The whole store had a staff of approximately eighty.) 

			“I had a large degree of autonomy. I dealt with about a dozen sales representatives each week and I decided what to purchase and at what price. 

			“My management of the department was successful to the degree that after about five years I had confidence to approach the Senior Manager to ask to become the Assistant Manager of the whole store. During my time in Furniture and Floor Coverings, Maples Mildura had three Assistant Managers, none of whom had been very successful. I felt that due to my time in the store and with the expertise I had accumulated, I could do the job better. My proposal was accepted by the Senior Maples Managers and in December 1967 on the day after Prime Minister Harold Holt went missing at Portsea, I was appointed Assistant Manager of Maples Mildura. 

			“Five years later in 1972, the Board of Maples then appointed me Senior Manager of the whole store. I recall being interviewed by Mr Newton, whose family owned the Maples chain. Mr Newton asked me, “How do you think you would handle the people in charge of a department?” I replied, “I wouldn’t try to tell them what to do until I knew as much as they did.” To this Mr Newton stated, “You will never know that Noel as they are specialists so you will have to do something different. For instance, when I leave the building tonight there is a man cleaning the windows, I ask him how he goes about the job. He readily tells me the details of the cleaning process. You will find that specialists in their work will want to tell you about their work and how they do it.” This advice was of great help to me in my management career both working for Maples and in my own businesses. 

			“In my role as Manager and Assistant Manager, in addition to my usual duties I oversaw and trained staff who would often be transferred and promoted to other stores in the Maples chain. I also established the Maples store in Swan Hill and became a Supervising Manager to Maples in south-east Australia. I strove to maintain Maples Mildura as the flagship store of the Maples chain and while other Mildura department stores such as Bowrings and Shillidays declined, Maples continued to prosper. 

			“As part of my management, I undertook regular sales promotion. The more major promotions included … Bringing a circus to the front of Maples in Deakin Avenue. 
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			“I had introduced to Maples a booking service and when the circus came to Mildura, I suggested to its management as a mutual promotion that we cordon off the east side of Deakin Avenue between Eighth and Ninth Streets and put on a show sampling some of the circus acts. 

			“The circus then arranged to run a wire from a large crane at the front of Maples to a smaller crane in Deakin Avenue. The circus performers commenced their act and rode a motorcycle along the wire and undertook tricks along the way. This was at the time of Friday night shopping, and I was able to draw a crowd away from the main retail area in Langtree Avenue to the Maples store in Deakin Avenue. 

			“Another promotion I arranged was ‘Don’t be a prisoner in your own laundry’. For this I decked out the front windows of the store as a prison cell with wooden dowels as prison bars and models dressed in broad arrows. On the store roof we hung washing line and old clothes. We also placed old washing machines on the roof and the veranda. 

			“The promotion was highly successful, and we sold many washing machines. The Mildura City Council did not appreciate the new look of Maples and required that we remove the washing and washing machines. I complied with the Council decree, but I had to undertake the removal at a careful and steady pace. In the meantime, sales continued to mount up. 

			“Another promotion was a change from the black clothing worn by all department store salespeople. In 1979 I introduced loud Hawaiian shirts which again got the community`s attention and elicited smart comments from patrons of the local pubs and clubs if we called in for an end of work beer. 

			“I also used our shop front for a sheep shearing demonstration and for a display of cute English sheepdogs. During the Mildura Show time I exhibited live birds in the front display windows. 

			“A further idea was the featuring of dip tins which were unique to the early dried fruits industry in Mildura. I had the dip tins displayed in the shop windows and filled with local fruit. The tins were offered for sale at about $10.00 each and the sale proceeds went to the Mildura Base Hospital.

			“A major annual promotion was the Baby Photograph Competition which I ran in conjunction with the Mildura Base Hospital. This was a major fundraiser for the hospital and again drew folk from the township and surrounding areas to Maples. We would have had between 400 to 500 baby photos exhibited and I would arrange for a judge to come from Melbourne to pick a winner. This competition was a highly successful promotion for the Maples store and provided substantial income for the running of the local hospital. 

			“I also arranged for fashion parades and brought the reigning Miss Victoria to Mildura to compere the show. I used celebrities and had the popular TV actor Gus Mercurio attend the store to promote bedding. I ensured that the profile of Maples was always before the public and arranged a float each year promoting the store in the Mildura Mardi Gras Parade. 

			“I was now a Senior Executive with Maples, reporting only to the owners. I was responsible for supervising and assisting other Store Managers in the Maples chain which consisted of approximately fifty branches. The position I now held exposed me to the elite of the retail trade in Australia. 

			“However, the Maples store in Mildura remained special to me and I always endeavoured to ensure it was at the cutting edge of retail department store trends and operations. As manager I directed that the Mildura store was fashionably fitted out and had the most up to date cash registers. It had industry best practice stock control and cash management. I was required to report to the owners on the operating systems used in the store, which were comparable to those found in the Myer stores in Melbourne. 

			“Around 1979, the Maples stores were taken over by Clark Rubber and although I retained my position and the duties that I had with Maples, the business atmosphere was very different. Initially, Mr Clark informed me that he would be keeping the department store and with this information I reassured my staff that it would be business as usual. Unfortunately, within a few months Mr Clark instructed me that the showroom would be closing and 10 to 15 staff who I had told would retain their positions would be made redundant. I had come to a crossroads in my career, and I decided that having risen from a trainee Ticket Writer to a Senior Executive, it was time for a change. I approached Mr Clark and asked if I could take the Ladies Fashion and Haberdashery Departments from Maples Mildura. Mr Clark was supportive to the degree that in addition to these departments, he offered me their fit out and even the trade name of Maples. I took the fit out as offered as I had arranged its design and construction myself and I knew of its quality. I declined however, to take the business name Maples. 

			“In 1985 the business TrendMakers was born which I established with Maples stock, fittings and staff. TrendMakers was run as a partnership with another Maples employee, my friend Ian Tune. The business was operated on a daily basis by Ian`s wife Trudy who had also worked at Maples. This arrangement freed me to look at other business options in Mildura. Consequently, I started working about 20 hours per week with an old friend George Collie in his real estate business known as Collie and Tierney. I brought my advertising experience to the business and improved the quality of the real estate display and illustrations. I introduced line drawings and improved photography. These innovations greatly assisted in increasing property sales. 

			“Further, I became involved with the Australian Dried Fruits Association (ADFA) and used my knowledge of display and promotion in the establishment of their shop in Mildura. I remained alert to business opportunities which I felt suited the skills and expertise I had accumulated since 1948. To this end I was attracted to the Forty Winks franchise which sold beds, bedding and bedroom furniture. I made enquiries with the Forty Winks management to purchase an outlet, but the initial Mildura franchise was sold to an ex-footballer in the town. 

			“However, when this business started to struggle, I again sought to purchase the franchise and in October 1989 I was successful. To assist me in the running of this business, I turned to my old Maples connections. Russell Dawson had worked for me at Maples and Clark Rubber, and I had confidence in his ability to attend to the day to day running of Forty Winks. I enticed Russell to move from Channel 7 Television where he was working, and I transferred 10% of the Forty Winks business to him. I remained engaged in the franchise but sold out of TrendMakers and stopped my work with Collie and Tierney. To be an owner of the Forty Winks franchise, I had to work on the premises, which I did. As part of the business structure each franchise holder had shares in the franchise business. With the success of both the Mildura store and the expansion of the Forty Winks franchise in Australia, I found myself financially secure. 

			“In 2008 I sold all but 5% of my interest in the Forty Winks business to Russell. This permitted me to have more time to pursue my passions of golf and travel. But I reflect on my time in retail with pride. I consider it a significant achievement that I was able to progress from a lowly trainee to a Senior Executive of a major retail chain. I also appreciate the mentoring and opportunities I received during my time with Maples which allowed me to develop my own businesses and provide comfortably for myself and my family. 

			“It was of great assistance in my business career to have the love and support of family and friends. My relationship with my wife Iris started in 1952. Iris was four years older than me and had been widowed when her only child Jan was an infant. Iris was a Mildura girl and married an RAAF Serviceman who was based in Mildura during the war. After his discharge, Iris and her husband moved to Adelaide where he obtained work as a sales representative. Unfortunately, he was killed in a car accident and Iris and Jan returned to Mildura. I had known of Iris and her family when I was a teenager. 

			“Iris’ older sister Val had been crowned Miss Mildura and won the prestigious Queen of the Murray Beauty Pageant. Iris herself had also become a Miss Mildura before her marriage. In 1952 I was playing in my dance band at The Old Mill venue when a friend invited me to his 21st birthday party at his home which was next door to the home of Iris’ parents, the Ashcrofts. My courtship with Iris started that night and developed until 1955 when we were married. 

			“Iris’ daughter was four years old at this time and our relationship developed as father and daughter. I supported Jan in keeping in contact with her paternal family and regularly drove the family to Adelaide for Jan to spend time with her paternal grandmother. 

			“When Jan finished year 12, she, like many talented girls of the Mildura district, left to seek work and advancement in Melbourne. Jan worked her way from being a Junior Receptionist to eventually obtaining managerial positions. Jan has been married three times and has two children, Shey Fair and Blake Fair to her second husband. The children adopted the name of Jan’s third husband, ‘Fair’. 

			“To assist Jan in re-establishing herself after her matrimonial difficulties, first Shey and later Blake came to live with Iris and I in Mildura. As Iris and I did not have children of our own, I enjoyed the opportunity to parent the children who I considered my biological grandchildren. I took Shey to her first day of school at the Mildura West Primary School (which was both my, and my father`s first school). 

			“Later I took my trumpet down to the school and played for Shey`s, and later Blake`s classes. The children went on holidays with Iris and I and we undertook all the usual family activities together. Shey and Blake stayed with Iris and I until Jan had set herself up in Adelaide. Iris and I assisted Jan during this time by purchasing a house for her in Cumberland Park in the Adelaide district which she at first rented from us and then later purchased. 

			Jan’s third child Michael was seven years younger than Blake, but we still went on holidays together and I remain close, and in regular contact with all my grandchildren. 

			“Mentioning houses, Iris and I started our own life together in rented accommodation. Prior to this I had lived with my parents at the family home at 38 Walnut Avenue, Mildura. For our first home I had significant input in the design and build of the property. My brother Bob drew the formal plans and specifications for the home which we constructed in Chaffey Avenue, Mildura. I employed my knowledge of design principles and included unique features to Mildura in the structure of the house. 

			“I had included hopper windows and designed insect screens for them. I included a seven-foot fireplace and hearth with a system to bring firewood into the fireplace area directly from outside. The home was constructed on split levels and incorporated a large entrance area. The property was so unique for its time that it was featured in the Sunraysia Daily newspaper. 

			“Prior to my relationship with Iris, my interests were centred around music and sport. I continued my involvement with the Mildura Brass Band until 1956. The band often competed with other brass bands in Victoria and South Australia. For music accomplishment we were graded in the ‘C’ and sometimes the ‘B’ categories. But we excelled in the street march section. We would often be found at 7am practising our marching and playing at the Aero Ovals in Mildura. 
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			The ’All Stars’ band, (Noel – back row, third from the right)

			“As previously stated, I commenced playing in the dance band when I was only fifteen. The band played at the Old Mill venue on Saturday nights. I played in several bands over time. The major bands were … The All Stars, Higgies Hot Four, and the Workers Five. We played at all the music venues in Mildura and the surrounding area. We also played on the showboat Avoca on Sundays, and we were often booked to play at weddings and other dances. I was the Promotions Manager and Publicity Officer for the All Stars. The Workers Five band even made records of its music. I finally retired from formal organized music after forty years, but I continued to play the trumpet on occasions until 2010. 

			“I played football with Mildura, and later Imperials in the Sunraysia Football League until 1960. The Forty Winks business continued my involvement in football by sponsoring the league’s Best and Fairest award. My association with Gus Mercurio led him to invite me to the HSV Seven Studios in Melbourne to be present for the filming of the long running classic sport show World of Sport on Sunday mornings. Through this show I met many famous sports men and women. Similarly with my musical connections I was invited to the Silver Spade Nightclub in Sydney and had the chance to meet the entertainers Wayne Newton and Peter Allen. 

			“As I previously mentioned, I commenced playing golf in between the cricket and football seasons. I would describe myself as an average golfer with a handicap of 11. I became a member of the Mildura Golf Club and took an active involvement in the club’s administration. I joined the club committee in about 1963 and became president from 1972 to 1974. Because of my experience in marketing and advertising I was regularly part of the organising group which consisted of members from Mildura and Riverside Golf Clubs for the annual Golf Week. Up to 500 amateur and some professional golfers would come to play in Mildura. This event brought a lot of money into the tourism and hospitality industry in Mildura. My involvement in the golf club led me to meet and socialise with some of the greats of the game such as Lee Trevino, Garry Player and Graham Marsh. My contributions to the Mildura Golf Club over many years were acknowledged in 1994 when I was given the honour of being made a Life Member of the club “I was fortunate to combine my love of golf with another passion, that being travel. Both Iris and I loved to travel and enjoyed our holiday time together. We had a long-standing holiday rental in Glenelg in South Australia, and we would travel for both work and pleasure. Maples sent us overseas to Scandinavia to visit the Husqvarna factory when I was setting up a sewing machine section in the Maples chain. Singer Sewing Machines also took us to Club Med in Tahiti, and we had a European tour with Forty Winks. Privately, Iris and I would try to travel overseas once every two years and on reflection I am pleased we were able to spend these times together while we were young and healthy enough to enjoy the experience. Our first overseas trip was a cruise to Fiji and thereafter we travelled extensively. 

			“The more memorable trips included a 35-day tour of the USA and Canada and a trip to England where we attended the Bob Hope Classic Celebrities and Professionals Tournament as well as a stay at the famous Gleneagles Golf Course. In another trip to England, Iris and I stayed for 8 weeks. My niece who worked for a European airline helped us to arrange a rental house and we were joined by our friends, George and Judy Collie for some of the time. I recall at the house we decided to have a barbecue. Judy purchased some second-hand refrigerator racks, and we grilled some New Zealand chops. The tantalising smell of the barbecue wafted through the area and amazed the locals who had not previously experienced this staple of Aussie culture. 

			“However, time and Iris’s declining health caught up with us. In approximately 2017 Iris entered an aged care facility before passing away on November 18, 2019. I thank Providence for the chance to marry Iris and enjoy a wonderful and fulfilling life together. After Iris’ passing, I continued to live at our family home in Eleventh Street until I moved into Princes Court Village in 2020. I continue to attend at the Forty Winks store between Monday and Friday and usually stay from 11am to 3pm. My advice is still sought in relation to advertising, promotions, and business directions by Russell, and now his son who will carry the business forward. 

			“I also speak regularly with my daughter Jan and the grandchildren, Shey, Blake and Michael. I have cultivated an interest in cooking, and I take pleasure in the social and community life provided in the village. Throughout my life I have always enjoyed being engaged with people. Even when I was a Senior Maples - Clark Rubber Executive, I continued my trumpet playing with the All Stars both for the music and the camaraderie. During my involvement with the All Star’s band we raised funds to purchase musical instruments to be used in the community. I now relish the social contacts in the Village and regularly play snooker, pool and cards with my fellow villagers. 

			“I consider that I have lived a full life and have no real regrets. I have attempted to be engaged with my community. I resisted the encouragement of my employers to relocate to Melbourne for my work. I have enjoyed the fellowship and support of my family and friends in the Mildura community where I have lived my whole life. I feel a personal satisfaction in my business career which I attribute to the use of common sense, listening to others who were themselves successful, and practising the principles learned during my training at Maples and from people who have supported me throughout the years. 

			“My advice in relation to navigating life for those who may be interested is … Don’t jump to conclusions, Be consistent, Be honest and Strive to be happy and content in your life. 

			The Writer’s Epilogue … 

			Pliny the Younger, the Roman philosopher, said, “A short death is the sovereign good hap of human life”. On Tuesday 7 September 2021 Noel was admitted to the Mildura Base Hospital suffering from Pulmonary Fibrosis and at 5.04am on Wednesday, September 15, 2021, he passed away. Although Noel`s body was fading, his spirit and his intellect remained with him. 

			Noel`s commitment and strength of will endured as he worked on proofing the draft of his story until the day before his death. Due to the insidious restrictions imposed because of COVID 19 rulings Noel`s physical contact with his beloved family was limited to his grandchildren, Shey and Blake. 
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			Back row Michael (grandson), Jan (daughter), Blake and Shey (grandchildren). Front row – Iris and Noel 

			“Noel`s daughter Jan was unable to travel from Europe where she is based and Noel`s grandson Michael was likewise not permitted to travel from his home in Sydney. 

			Providence spared Noel from any lengthy period of disability and discomfort but robbed him, his family, and many friends of final, precious, and irreplaceable time together. 
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			Noel was laid to rest next to his cherished Iris at the Nichols Point cemetery in the company of the twenty permitted mourners. 

			The circle of Noel`s life had been completed. He remains forever in the community where he was born, grew up, married, worked, played, and served. 

			Noel`s selflessness in trying to better not only himself, but his family, his staff, and his community marks him as an achiever whose actions promoted the welfare of people and organizations in Sunraysia. He will be missed.
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