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			BARBARA ANN BOSTON

			In conversation with Sue Rochester

			Originally from Ballarat, George Hosking Berryman arrived in Mildura in 1917 to pick grapes. He returned to live in Ballarat for four years before deciding to settle in Mildura. He purchased six acres of Mallee scrub land from the First Mildura Irrigation Trust (FMIT). George cleared the land and planted grape vines on the property. In 1929 he married Laura Isabelle Gross, who was always known as ‘Bell’. Their property was located in Walnut Avenue between 17th and 18th Streets. It was here that their two children were born and raised. Their son Victor was born in 1930, and their daughter Barbara was born five years later. This is Barbara’s story.

			Barbara Ann Berryman was born on November 1, 1935, at a private hospital in San Mateo Avenue. The family home was a small two-bedroom weatherboard house, where Barbara shared a bedroom with her parents until she was about nine years old. The bathroom was a bagcovered, added-on area which also served as a washhouse. Electricity was supplied to the house in 1950. Surplus money was tight. The proceeds from the annual grape harvest were used to repay the Mildura Cooperative Fruit Company for the loan of cash for the property. Barbara’s parents both rode pushbikes, and the family never owned a car. They were hard workers, with George working for other block owners during the winter months.

			Barbara describes her mother as being “very strict, but kind when needed, and she was very, very hard working.” Bell made all the clothes for the family, with the tops of skirts being made from recycled flour bags. The children also wore second-hand clothes given to them by their cousins. Bell worked for Bowrings, a local department store, sewing hems on sheets to earn extra income. Bell’s mother was the only grandparent alive when Barbara was born. Barbara didn’t really get to know her grandmother because she remained living in Ballarat. She died, aged 73, when Barbara was six.

			Although Barbara describes her childhood as being sheltered, she enjoyed playing with two or three favorite dolls, as well as playing shops, using play money and Ballarat tram tickets. She liked playing with Margaret, and Margaret’s brother Ronny. Barbara’s first doll was purchased in 1941 from Atkin’s Store in Deakin Avenue, across from Henderson Park.

			It was a gift from her parents for her 6th birthday. Barbara attended Sunday school at Mildura South Primary School in 1945, and then the Lake Primary School in 1946, where she rode her bike with her friend Margaret. However, during 1948 Barbara would catch the bus into 13th Street to her friend Lois’ house. She would then accompany Lois and her family on the walk to the Methodist Church on the corner of Tenth Street and Deakin Avenue to attend Sunday school at 10 am.
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			At 15 Barbara helped teach seven-year-olds at Sunday school, and she joined the newly formed girls’ choir, which she enjoyed very much. Barbara did well at Mildura South Primary School where, before turning 11 she topped the small 6th grade class. Three months after turning 11, in February 1947, she commenced Form 1 at Mildura High School. She found Science and French to be difficult. However, Form 2 was much improved as she became friends with twins, Fay and Lois, as well as the ‘other’ Lois from Thirteenth Street.

			Commercial subjects, in particular shorthand and typing, were very exciting, and after completing a very successful year in Form 4 and passing the subjects well, Barbara decided not to continue to the higher grades. She left school at the end of 1950 and applied for a position at the Bank of NSW and was accepted. She commenced work in mid-January 1951. Barbara enjoyed working at the Bank, and was promoted a couple of times, being Batch Clerk, then reading and passing all income cheques.

			After she turned 16 Barbara was allowed to go out by herself with her three friends, Beryl, and sisters Val and Gwen. They would attend dances at South Mildura Football Club. Games of Euchre were played by the adults in a rear room while the young people danced to a piano and drums. George and Bell had been involved with the formation of the then Mildura South Football Club during the mid-1940s. The Sunraysia Football League was formed in 1945, replacing the earlier Mildura Football League (which existed from 1903 to 1920) and the Mildura District Football League (1921 to 1944). Barbara remembers the original team colours as having red, white and blue hoops, which were the same colours as the Footscray Football Club in the Victorian Football League. Like Footscray, the new local team was also called the Bulldogs. Bell helped hand-knit the team jumpers.

			Unfortunately, when the jumpers were washed the colours would run into each other. The club is now called the South Mildura Football Club, but Barbara is unsure of when or why the club changed its name.

			Barbara’s brother Victor played for South Mildura and won the club’s Best and Fairest Award in 1953. He was also a Life Member of the club. Holidays were spent with Barbara’s cousin June, from Ballarat. Although June was six months younger than Barbara she was also working. Barbara would travel by overnight train to Ballarat for a few days before the girls would travel together to Melbourne and stay with their Aunty Jessie at Camberwell. The girls would go to see live shows, mostly musicals, and movies, and spend all day in the city looking at clothes, going ice-skating or to the beach at St Kilda. On one occasion a group of work colleagues from the Bank of NSW and Barbara went down to Melbourne to see Johnny Ray, a modern singer then, who was performing live in concert at the Exhibition Building. All the girls screamed.

			In 1953 Barbara joined the Basketball Association and played for two years. She also played hockey and tennis but was not particularly successful. She preferred art, reading, singing in the choir and poetry groups. Barbara describes her wardrobe as being “suitable”. It consisted mostly of full skirted dresses or skirts and uniforms for work, all of which she had made. Not many teenagers wore slacks then, and no one wore jeans. Denim wasn’t ‘in.’ When Barbara started working her biggest purchase was to invest in a Singer sewing machine. Barbara loved her Singer. Years later she began collecting these iconic sewing machines. Barbara now has a collection of 12 Singer sewing machines.

			After she married, she continued to sew her own clothes, and also made curtains and cushions for her home. Later she would make baby clothes and children’s clothes.

			Boys were interesting, but there was no steady boyfriend. Saturday nights were spent dancing at The Old Mill on the corner of 8th Street and Orange Avenue. These were fantastic evenings, and hundreds of people would attend. Then, in May 1955, Barbara met Don Boston at the Rendezvous Café. They would go out twice a week, either to the Ozone picture theatre or to dance nights at The Old Mill. They also attended the 18th or 21st birthday parties of their friends, which were usually held in halls. No alcohol was allowed but sometimes the boys would bring their three or four long-neck bottles of beer. Women were not allowed to go to hotels, which closed at 6pm. Don and Barbara continued their courtship and became engaged in August 1957.

			During June of that year Barbara and a fellow colleague from the bank, Dianna, spent three weeks in Melbourne, learning the operation of the new electric ledger machines, the first of their kind to be used in Mildura. Dianna and Barbara operated them for six months, but at that time girls were expected to leave work when they married. Don and Barbara were married on December 21, 1957 at the Mildura Methodist Church.
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			Barbara left her job with the Bank of NSW a week before she married Don. Six weeks before their wedding they bought their first home. It was weatherboard and built circa 1945. Don was a motor mechanic and loved cars. On weekends he would do additional work to earn extra cash and he played cricket and football. In the summer Don played cricket for Mildura East Cricket Club, and in the winter, he played football for Imperials Football Club.

			Don and Barbara had two sons, Lance, born in 1958 and Rodd, born in 1961. Barbara looked after the children and did all the housekeeping and gardening, as well as planting 25 peach trees to earn extra income. Then in 1961 an opportunity arose to purchase a service station and garage at Gol Gol in NSW.

			The Bostons were able to accept the offer by exchanging their home for the business and renting the vendor’s house, successfully running the business there for five years. On May 24th that year, Barbara’s father George died, aged 66. Bell sold the block between Seventeenth and Eighteenth Streets and moved into Mildura, also in Walnut Avenue near Seventh Street. Don wanted a fruit block, and after selling the business at Gol Gol, the family shifted to Coomealla, where they had purchased a 22- acre property overlooking the Murray River. The two boys loved living by the river and grew up doing all the things that boys do on the land. They played basketball and cricket and later, they played football for the local Coomealla team.

			The boys attended Dareton Primary School, located about four miles from the family property. The job of driving the boys to school was shared with their neighbor, who also had children attending Dareton Primary School. Later they travelled by bus to attend school at Wentworth. During this time the township of Dareton consisted of about eight shops. They provided enough variety to avoid the need for frequent trips to Mildura. There was also a local swimming pool, where the boys learned to swim. Life on the block was busy. During the grape picking season, Barbara drove the tractor, stacked the dip-tins, and prepared food and cups of tea for ‘smoko’. At the end of each week during the picking season she would make up the wages for the pickers. Barbara picked mandarins from the fruit trees on their property.

			Unfortunately, the first grape crop was very light, and Don went back to working part time as a mechanic at Stuart and Harrisons, a new and used car dealership in Mildura. The following year he injured his back and Barbara had a job working at the school canteen for a few months. They then decided to sell the block, which was purchased by their neighbour. Once again quite by accident, in a conversation with a businessman from Dareton, they made arrangements to purchase the businessman’s garage and service station. When they took over the business it was very busy. It was during the grape harvest of a very hot summer, but buying the business was a good move for the family. Barbara worked in the office and served petrol while Don employed two mechanics to work in the workshop with him. Lance became a mechanic and worked for his parents. Rodd also did his apprenticeship in the motor trade in Mildura.

			Weekends again were spent with Don now playing cricket for Coomealla, and football for Wentworth. Barbara joined the ladies committee of the Wentworth and District Football Club for quite a few years. Don sponsored and helped train the Under 14 football team for Coomealla. Their involvement in the club stretched from the 1970s to the 1990s. In 1977 Barbara had to have skin grafts on her shoulders after having bad skin cancers removed. Twiceyearly checkups with the doctor followed for recurrent spots on her back, arms and face. Despite some ups and downs they ran the business for 13 years. After retiring Don played golf. Barbara would visit Bell who was still living in Walnut Avenue Mildura near Seventh Street.

			Barbara would accompany her mother, who was very sprightly, to appointments and to go shopping. Bell had been a widow for 38 years following George’s death in 1961. She passed away, aged 93 on August 23, 1999. Barbara has attended the Flemington Racecourse in Melbourne for the Melbourne Cup Day racing carnival twice. The Melbourne Cup is run on the first Tuesday in November, and has been held on Barbara’s birthday, November 1st, eleven times since she was born. On the two occasions, Barbara has gone to Flemington for the Melbourne Cup it has been her birthday. The first time was in 1977, when after being left some inheritance money by her father’s sister, Barbara and Don enjoyed a plane trip down to Melbourne. The second time was in 1983 when they also attended Derby Day and Oaks Day that week and had a great time. She would like to attend the Melbourne Cup again.

			In 1993 Don had a severe stroke and took some time to recover. They had purchased a unit in Adelaide and would often stay there for 10 days at a time. Barbara enjoyed staying at their unit and would often visit antique shops as she had begun to collect dolls, teddy bears and old china. In 2000 Barbara’s original doll that she had been given for her sixth birthday was restored by Elizabeth Morrison who did a lovely job. Barbara and Don have had other trips away besides visiting their unit in Adelaide. These included a trip to the east coast of Australia in 1967 when their boys were quite young.

			They also travelled to Cairns and the Gold Coast in 1982, which included a boat cruise off Port Douglas, and snorkeling at Low Isle. In 1988 they bought a live-in van and went on a trip to Darwin, staying a few nights at small towns along the way such as the opal mining town of Andamooka and Mataranka Springs. Barbara took a bus trip and then a helicopter flight over Glen Helen Gorge. They also visited the Adelaide River Cemetery where the Darwin Post Office staff and Australian pilots who lost their lives during the 1942 bombings of Darwin are all buried.

			In 2002 to celebrate their 45th wedding anniversary, they had a great party celebrating with 50 old and recent friends, before buying a utility and caravan later that year to travel around Australia. The trip took eight weeks. Crossing the Nullarbor Plain they headed south to the Big Trees and then to Albany where in 1914 during World War One all the Australian troop ships left for England. Barbara’s uncle, Jack Gross, left from Albany in 1915. However, he was killed, and his body is interred in an unknown grave along with 700 other Australian soldiers from WW1 at Villers-Bretonneux, in Northern France, which is the sister city of Robinvale. The following year they enjoyed an eight-day coach tour of Tasmania.

			Barbara had hip replacement surgery in 2004, and then in 2005 they decided to shift back to Mildura from Dareton. They bought a lovely home in Batey Cresent with a large shed for Don to continue to restore old cars, which he loved doing.

			Although they had sold the unit in Adelaide, Barbara continued to collect dolls, teddy bears and china. She readily admits to being, ‘a garage sale addict’. She would get up early on weekends to go around all the garage sales to search for bargains. Don wasn’t 100 percent in 2008 and was diagnosed with bladder cancer. He underwent chemotherapy during 2009. He was also being affected by mini strokes, and in January 2011 he suffered a massive stroke and was admitted to hospital. He never returned home. He lived, unable to speak and with very limited movement down his right side and died in a nursing home in 2012. Barbara lived on in the house doing the large garden and “trying to appear normal,” but she was struggling.

			So, in 2015 she decided to inquire about accommodation units at Princes Court Retirement Village. Lance changed his profession after completing a course at TAFE. Currently he has a Nursery Garden at Irymple, which has a ‘walk through and look’ layout, with every plant nametagged. It includes a sales area under the shade. Lance and his wife Dianne have two sons, Matthew and Luke. 2019 was a busy year for the family. Matthew and his wife Letitia became parents with the birth of their son Bellamy, and Luke married Bree in June 2019.

			After completing his motor mechanic apprenticeship, Rodd set off in 1981 to travel around Australia. Over the years he had many jobs, mainly in Western Australia, but ended up settling in Queensland, working for the mining industry.

			He lived and worked in Queensland for 12 years. When Barbara told Rodd of her decision to enter the Village, Rodd said he would buy his parents’ house and return from Queensland. Rodd has one son, Benn, who lives in south-west Western Australia with his wife Dana. They have two sons, Jahman and Zavion. Benn is a selfemployed carpenter and Dana works as a community service nurse throughout the Albany region of WA. Dana is also studying for higher qualifications.

			During a trip to Adelaide 17 years ago Barbara started up a conversation with an overseas tourist named Vivica Granten. Vivica was delighted when Barbara correctly guessed that she was Swedish. Don’s father was originally from Norway. He had immigrated to Australia via America, and Barbara says this helped her guess Vivica’s nationality. When they met, Vivica was travelling from Cairns to Perth on a bus tour. She had been taking photographs during her journey, and eventually painted images from the photographs onto postcards. Vivica lives in the city of Malmo, the third largest city in Sweden. The two women exchanged addresses and have been pen pals ever since.

			As Barbara’s self-confessed garage sale addiction grew, so did her scope of purchases. By 2004 Barbara realised that her collection, which now included a vast array of memorabilia items, was too large for the caravan where she had been housing it. She wanted a settler’s cottage. She declined Don’s offer to construct a shed.

			Luckily, she spotted a ‘For Sale’ advertisement for a transportable office. After looking at the transportable office, Barbara decided that she wanted it. She named her settler’s cottage ‘Walnut Grove’ because her childhood home had been the six-acre family grape property in Walnut Avenue, and the Dareton property had a 30-year-old walnut tree in the yard. She painted one outside wall of ‘Walnut Grove’ with an Australian bush scene, complete with two inquisitive emus.

			To outfit ‘Walnut Grove,’ she began with items that were used during the Depression when her parents were first married. There was kitchen enamelware, mincers, saucepans, Australian-made china and rolling pins, petrol irons, flat irons and china electric hot-water jugs with china lids. An old green and pink painted dresser of course had to have green and pink china on display! A shelf area was next for bathroom necessities, tubs of talc powder, mirrors on stands, old style hairbrushes, lipstick and men’s razor blades, with strops to sharpen the cutthroat razors. Barbara still has her father’s Gladstone Bag which held his shaving gear. Hanging from an old wall rack was housed a shirt with no collar. On these types of shirts, a collar would be attached using collar studs. Also, on the wall rack was a woollen herringbone waistcoat and a hat. Around the walls stood four ‘Singer’ treadle and two older hand-crank sewing machines with old-style accessories such as large cotton reels, cotton fabric tape measures, scissors and two shop stools with cane seats.

			‘Walnut Grove’ gradually filled with canisters, made of tin of course. Barbara added laundry items to her display, such as Velvet soap and wire soap-holders. Advertisements and pictures and old-style calendars added to her display. There was also Bell’s tin trunk, which had been Barbara’s mother’s ‘glory box’ and had stored Bell’s sheets, towels, pillowcases and nighties all her married life. Unbelievably Barbara still owns a pair of towels which Bell had purchased during World War 2.

			In the bottom of a dresser Barbara stored old ointments and medical items such as Bex tablets and Rawleigh’s brown ointment. The dresser was also home for cooking items. Four sets of old scales and two or three old sifters and two or three flour sifters were on the top with old cutlery kept in the drawer. There was even a packet of McAlpin’s cake mix with the price of 1 shilling and 4 pence (1/4d) written on the packet. As Barbara said, “You name it. It was there. It was my passion to get something I didn’t already have.”

			In June 2012 Barbara was interviewed by an ABC radio presenter for a segment aired on morning radio entitled “Show Us Your Shed.” Barbara spoke fondly of ‘Walnut Grove’ and her memorabilia. “How do you keep your family history?” Barbara’s oldest family possession of what she considers as dolls is a pair of plaster statues of a boy and a girl titled ‘My Papa’ and ‘My Mama.’ The statues came from Bell’s original family home in Ballarat and belonged to Barbara’s grandmother.

			They stood on the mantelpiece in the front room and were passed down to Bell when she married George in 1929, and then in later years Bell gave them to Barbara. However, Barbara was told there were two sets of these statues. One set was labeled with ‘My Papa’ and ‘My Mama,’ and the other set was not. Apparently one of her mother’s sisters chose two of the statues, and the aunt decided to take the unlabeled boy statue and the labeled ‘My Mama’ girl statue, meaning that the statues Barbara has are not a matching set. They were packed in Bell’s ‘glory Box’ trunk and arrived in Mildura by train after Bell came to live in Mildura.

			Another favourite doll is a ’Golden Age’ ceramic doll with a lace and pearl costume and golden wings. The doll was made by ‘ELIZABETH’, a doll-maker of excellence who made it especially for Barbara, incorporating her own ideas as well as Barbara’s. The largest piece collected is a 33cm Princess, with the smallest item being a 2cm tall frog. Amongst the doll collection is a Blythe doll. According to Wikapedia.com the original Blythe doll is approximately 28 cm tall, with an oversized head and large eyes that change colour with the pull of a string. Created in 1972, Blythe dolls were initially only sold for one year in the United States by toy company Kenner. Then in 2001, Takara of Japan produced the New Edition of Blythe (Neo Blythe). There are three sizes of Blythe dolls: the original 28cm doll plus an 11.2 cm ‘Petite Blythe’ from Takara and the ‘Middie Blythe’ of about 20 cm. Only full-sized dolls have colour-changing eyes.

			The first Petite dolls were keychains, and after some time the design was changed so the Petite eyes would close when the doll was laid down. The Middie Blythe’s eyes can turn to the sides and her head can twist around.

			Barbara’s home at Princes Court Village is truly a walk down memory lane. There are lovely black and white photos of her family and of the Sunraysia district, including a photo of the ‘Old Mill’ building, the ‘Ozone Theatre’ and a dust storm from 1939. Other small items on display are thimbles and miniature shoes, and there is also a collection of vintage postcards. Over the years Barbara has obtained an eclectic array of second-hand books and a copy of her own Family Tree history with the lineage stretching back to 1790.

			Of course, the dolls and teddies hold pride of place, some lounging on her couch and others in their own rocking chair. When they were living in Dareton, Barbara bought the rocking chair at a garage sale with the intention of using it for some of her dolls and teddies. Unfortunately, when Don picked up the chair from the sale it was not tied securely enough to prevent it from being blown from the back of the ute. The rocking chair was smashed into multiple pieces. Fortunately for Don, he was able to get the chair restored. Due to the extent of the damage to the seat it is unsafe for heavy weights. However now some dolls and teddies seem to enjoy gazing across Barbara’s lounge room from their vantage point on the seat of the rocking chair.

			Barbara is especially fond of the recently added display stand with memorabilia from Billy Tea, Twinings and Bushells, dedicated to the humble ‘arvo’ tea tradition. A sign on a door in Barbara’s home reads, “Hello Dolly.” Upon opening the sliding doors, a treasure trove of dolls and teddies, many decorating old dressers, is revealed. There is a fancy, elaborate old jacket and a beautiful vintage wedding dress also on display in the room. Barbara has always found it amusing to “dress up” in fancy dress or vintage clothes. She enjoys selecting glamorous clothes from her collection and then dressing appropriately on Melbourne Cup Day as if she was going to attend Flemington for the day.

			Barbara brought a large array of potted plants from her home in Batey Crescent to Princes Court, and her lovely garden includes bougainvillea, gardenia, sweet peas and a selection of orchids. Visiting Barbara Boston is certainly sharing time and memories with one of Mildura’s original “Living Mallee” historians, and the journey starts when visitors ring the front doorbell. It very appropriately chimes “Auld Lang Syne.”
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