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			IAN & BARBARA LAW

			in conversation with Leanne O’Brien

			An accomplished couple, who have both achieved great success!

			The Sportsman

			Ian Law is a distinguished Scotch College graduate, former champion of the Hawthorn Football Club, Victorian cricket player, seasoned world traveller, and survivor. He now reflects on a remarkable and accomplished life.

			Ian followed his father’s path by enrolling in Scotch College in 1945, where he spent eleven years, and captained both the football and cricket teams. He attributes his athletic talent to both of his parents.

			Scotch College was the beginning of Ian’s amateur sporting career, having been recruited from there to play in the Victorian Amateur Football Association, and ultimately the Victorian Football League (now the Australian Football League), which led to him playing 106 games as number 7 for Hawthorn Football Club between 1960 and 1969.

			Playing as a rover, Ian kicked 115 goals during his time with the club. In 1961, his second year in the VFL, he won Hawthorn’s Best and Fairest, secured a premiership, and was placed third in the Brownlow. He played on to win club Best and Fairest again in 1963 and 1964 and a Night Premiership in 1969.
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			Ian Law, Beau Wallace (head trainer) 
and Ian Bremner (Hawthorn Footballer).

			Ian, known as the Leigh Mathews of the 1960s, was tough, aggressive, skilled on both feet, and regarded as one of the most effective Hawks at Glenferrie Oval. Ian played ten seasons with Hawthorn, with the highlight being, of course, winning the Premiership in 1961!
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			He remembers the club as family-based with an emphasis on loyalty. ‘No player ever considered playing for another team, even if approached.’

			

			During Ian’s time at Hawthorn, whilst injured, he introduced the club newsletter Hawk Talk. Ian recalls, ‘If you were not present at the training sessions, you would miss the club secretary’s announcements regarding weekend activities’.

			The Hawk Talk developed into a magazine of the same name and is still published to this day. It is distributed to all players and members of the Hawthorn Football Club.
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			The trophy room at Avoca Station Homestead

			In 2000, at Hawthorn’s first official home game as a Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG) tenant, Ian was invited to join a vehicle parade around the stadium as a former Hawthorn champion.

			In 1967, Ian was one of a team of Australian champion football players chosen to tour Ireland, London and New York for an itinerary of matches played under modified Gaelic football rules. The team, named the Galahs, was managed by Harry Beitzel.

			

			Henry John “Harry” Beitzel was an Australian football umpire, print, radio and television sports broadcaster and media personality best known for his contribution to Australian rules football.

			Two matches were held at Croke Park in Dublin, where the Galahs narrowly won both games against the Irish team. The tour continued with matches in London, played against a team of Australians at London’s Crystal Palace Stadium. In New York, two matches took place against a local Irish team. The Galahs were later invited back to Dublin for one return match, which they also won.

			Ian had a dream, to launch an international competition playing modified Gaelic football rules between Ireland and Australia. This is how he made it happen!

			Ian recalls, ‘I was sitting in a hotel in London one Sunday afternoon with a couple of other Aussies. We were watching a direct telecast of the Gaelic All Ireland Final, the equivalent of our Grand Final in Australia. One of the Aussies sitting next to me said, “there is a chance for you blokes to get an international competition, because of the similarity of the games.”

			‘So, I took myself to Ireland where I contacted Dermot McKeever who was the Australian contact for the Irish airline Aer Lingus, and an avid supporter of my dream. When I returned home, I contacted, the now late, Brian Dixon who had played with Melbourne and coached North Melbourne. He had been elected to Victorian State Parliament, and he was also writing a weekly column in the Age newspaper.

			‘I sat down with Brian, and he did a column on this dream of mine, to establish a competition between Australia and Ireland by means of Gaelic football, or the marriage of the two games. In the article I put out a request to anybody who was interested in helping to get it off the ground, and one of the two that responded was Harry Beitzel who had the same dream.’

			The dream became a reality with Harry Beitzel sponsoring and managing a team to play the first match in Dublin in 1967.

			

			Between 1967 - 1978 Australian teams participated in Gaelic games in Ireland, with Australia winning all three series. In 1984 the AFL picked it up and the first formal series, sanctioned by the governing bodies, occurred in Ireland. After a hiatus, the series was revived in 1998 and continued for several years.

			Following a series in Ireland in 2006, the Gaelic Athletic Association (the GAA) suspended the International Rules Series due to on-field brawls. After discussions, the series was resumed in 2008. The series continued as international rules, including one-off matches in 2014 and 2015.

			Ian’s sporting talents extended to playing State cricket for Victoria, playing four first-class matches for Victoria as a specialist batsman in the early 1960s. He also captained Victoria’s Colts 2, in the 1961 - 62 Sheffield Shield season. Ian will be remembered on the Victorian Honour Boards for his contribution to State Cricket and VFL Football.
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			On a visit to London while in between jobs, Ian’s cricket talent was noticed! He was invited to play midweek friendly cricket with members of the Cricketers Club of London. These matches were played at Slough Cricket Club, just west of London, as well as various other venues including Sussex County Cricket Ground. Ian enjoyed the experience of playing against some of the best players in the world.

			

			The Beginning

			Ian was born in Richmond in 1938, to Aileen Isabell (née Kennon) and James (Gordon) Law. He has an older brother Max, born in 1930, and a sister Pam, born in 1934. The family home was in Hunter Road Camberwell.

			Ian began preschool at the local Baptist Church, before being enrolled in Camberwell Church of England Grammer for one year. It is here that Ian’s sporting talents were first recognised by winning footraces, with a teaspoon trophy as proof. He was enrolled in Scotch College in 1945 for the remainder of his education. Ian remembers his years at Scotch as happy ones, making many lasting friendships. One of these being the late Robert (Bob) Cowper OAM, an Australian cricketer who played for Australia from 1964 to 1968. Ian remained close friends with Bob until his death on 10 May this year (2025).

			Ian recalls, ‘I remember my early life living in a loving household. My parents were a very social couple and entertained a lot. The house was always happy. From a very early age I can remember my father driving us to Old Scotch amateur football matches every winter. My father was a passionate supporter.

			During the war years my father volunteered for a Red Cross woodwork group, making toys to send back to England. We experienced the blackouts, search lights, and rations during those years. Our yard was used as a depot for emergency services to assist Air Raid Precautions (ARP) – Sector 72 in the war effort. My brother and I were young enough to see the fun in playing with the emergency equipment and got up to a bit of mischief at times.’

			Ian’s father Gordon, who was of Scottish heritage, was born in Richmond in 1904 where he also attended Scotch College. His Mother Aileen was born in 1903.

			Ian’s grandfather, Alexander Bartholomew Law opened a millinery business in Flinders Lane where his sons, Gordon and Neil, worked as sales representatives. The business manufactured and imported from England many fine hats for ladies and gentlemen. The business operated successfully for many years until the Depression hit in 1929. This brought challenging times resulting in sales plummeting. Regrettably, this marked the conclusion of the enterprise. Alexander and his wife (Ian’s grandmother) lost their home and moved into a flat in Hawthorn.

			After the collapse, Gordon went on to gain employment through his uncle, James Lindsay Law, who was one of the two founding partners of Pelaco shirts. He became a loom turner for Pelaco labels through Brayside Woven Labels. The iconic Australian shirt and apparel brand dates to the 1910s. At its peak in the 1950s, Pelaco had ten factories and employed 1,500 people.

			Ian’s maternal grandfather, Squire Livingston Kennon, and his brothers William and Thomas continued their family business J. Kennon & Sons, tanners, furriers and leather merchants on Melbourne’s Yarra River after their father James Kennon’s death in 1888. James’ daughter Elizabeth Kennon later joined her brothers as a partner in the firm.

			James Kennon came to Australia from England, and managed Clarke’s Tannery in Richmond before starting his own tannery in 1863 on the banks of the Yarra River. The business started with about four or five hands turning out ten to twenty hides a week.

			By 1888, the firm employed twenty-six people and produced only kangaroo hides, tanning approximately 1,200 per week. The firm also manufactured thongs and laces and was, at that time, one of the largest factories in the colony.

			J. Kennon & Sons were known particularly for their use of the chrome tanning process. The company also became a significant buyer and exporter of Australian skins and wool, some of which were sourced from the Mallee.

			By 1923, when The Wool Store was under construction, James’ grandsons were involved. That year, the company marked its diamond jubilee with apicnic for its 365 employees, their families, local councillors and politicians.

			

			The Wool Store, a three-story red brick and render Edwardian warehouse on the corner of River and Murphy Streets, Richmond was completed in 1924 by building contractors A.R.P Crow and Sons. The building had offices, tanning works and stores.

			The former wool store, with its elegant design and landmark qualities, is recognised for its historical and architectural significance.

			While the tannery is no longer operating, the company’s legacy as a significant player in the Australian leather and wool industry remains.

			Ian’s mother Aileen Isabel (née Kennon) passed away in 1964 and his father Gordon Law died in 1966. Ian was only twenty-eight years old at the time, and regrets losing his parents at such a young age.

			After leaving Scotch College Ian began his first employment with Nicholas Aspro Pty Ltd.

			Nicholas Aspro Pty Ltd was a company founded by brothers George and Alfred Nicholas. It was a successful pharmaceutical company based in Melbourne, known for its iconic Aspro painkiller.

			Ian worked three years in a clerical position and a further five years as a sales representative.

			Nicholas Aspro Pty Ltd expanded beyond Australia, selling Aspro in over one hundred countries by 1970, after acquiring the English Aspro-Nicholas Ltd.

			Ian was approached by Australian Mutual Provident Society (AMP Ltd) to develop a business as a life insurance agent. He decided to resign from Nicholas Aspro and pursue a career in insurance. For the next fifteen years, he sold to large businesses, including gas and fuel companies.

			After retiring from AMP Ltd, and prior to Ian’s move to the Mallee, he did various sales jobs, one of note, working for Sports Play Pty Ltd selling programs for satellite television.

			Marriage

			

			Barbara Duncan was born in Richmond in 1939, the first-born child of Mary Jasmine Heywood and Robert Gemel Duncan. She was followed by Robert Duncan, then James Malcolm Duncan.

			Robert and Mary met while working at GJ Coles Number 1 store in Melbourne. They married soon after and continued working during the war. When the war ended, they moved to a Mooroolbark dairy farm. Barbara spent much of her childhood on Mooroolbark Farm, surrounded by animals and developing a passion for horses. Starting to ride at four, she became a skilled competitor in Gippsland and surrounding horse shows and was invited to join the Olympic squad for the 1960 Olympic games in Rome but was unable to trial due to her horse being injured.

			Barbara began her education at Saint Anne’s Grammar School in Sale, boarding in her later years. She completed secondary school at Fintona Girls School in Balwyn, commuting daily. After completing her secondary education, she pursued mothercraft nursing, trained in Footscray, and worked with a private nursing agency across Victoria and NSW, caring for newborns and staying connected to many families.

			Following her marriage, Barbara started a new role at the Institute of Architects sales and service in Melbourne. Barbara’s role was to liaise with clients looking to build houses, and referring architects to them who she thought would relate.

			A blind date was arranged by one of Barb’s girlfriends, Trish Thorp, to introduce her to Ian. The date was a dinner party at her friend’s house attended by Ian and a couple of other Hawthorn football players at the time.

			Barbara recalls, ‘I was expecting to meet a tall strapping footballer but got a surprise to see a not so tall and strapping young man.’ However, the dinner party was a great success and Ian and Barbara married in 1970. Their marriage took place in the Scotch College Chapel in Hawthorn, overlooking the main oval. Their reception was celebrated, along with approximately one hundred guests at the Federal Hotel in Collins Street.

			

			A seven-month honeymoon ensued, traveling from Melbourne to London, where they established their base. Ian had already established contacts during his previous visit and was welcomed back with his new wife. Ian and Barb recall, ‘We were looked after very well by the sporting élite, being invited to corporate events at Lord’s Cricket Ground and The Oval.’

			Their journey to London took them through Singapore, Bangkok, Kuwait, Zurich, and Paris. A long haul compared to air travel today. From London they made trips to Calcutta, New Delhi, Bombay (now Mumbai), Nepal and India - the highlight being a trip to Agra to see the Taj Mahal. Barbara will never forget the intricacy of the architecture. Other cities visited during this time were; Cairo, Athens, Zurich, Rome and Paris, with the scenery in Switzerland being another highlight. Ian and Barbara also enjoyed holidays on the Queensland islands.

			After returning from an extended honeymoon, they purchased a home in Iris Road, Glen Iris. They both made the choice not to have children. Barbara recalling, ‘My maternal instincts were satisfied by my career in mothercraft nursing, assisting with deliveries and post-natal care for hundreds of babies, many I have kept close to my heart.’ Ian recalls, ‘We were having too much fun’.

			Barbara and Ian spent the next thirty years of their married life in their home in Glen Iris.

			The move to the mallee

			In the year 2000, Ian and Barbara purchased Avoca Homestead Complex, on the Darling River, 26kms north of Wentworth.

			The Avoca Homestead Complex is a heritage-listed former station facility. It was built between 1871 and 1879. Avoca Station’s history began in 1876, when Daniel M.P. Cudmore purchased Popiltah Station combining it with Avoca to give an area of 1,100 sq. miles. After changing leases several times, it was eventually transferred to Ben Chaffey in 1915. Ownership passed through R.E. Hope, W.J. Parker and the Dawes family before it was eventually purchased by Ian and Barbara Law.

			

			Ian recalls how they came to buy the Avoca Homestead Complex.
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			Avoca Station Complex

			‘I established a row-a-thon in 1991, introducing an opportunity for rowers who usually row up to 2,000 metres, to row a 93 km course on a river. After a trial, the official event was first held on the Murray River from Boundary Bend to Robinvale. It was just a bit of fun to begin with, but it became a major fundraiser for the Royal Flying Doctor Service.

			‘The row-a-thon was moved to Wentworth on the Darling in the year 2000 due to the Murray being in flood in Robinvale. The move gave me an opportunity to meet a cousin, Robert Lochhead who owned Netherby Sheep Station, neighbouring Avoca Station on the Darling. We spent time together getting to know each other, staying with Rob at Netherby Station. We liked the area so much we decided to buy 104 acres of the Avoca Station Complex including the homestead.’

			It was at this time that Ian handed the baton for the row-a-thon to various individuals until eventually it ended up in the hands of Bob Symons, then President of the organising committee.

			In 2023 the Flying Doctor Row-a-thon was held on 9 September. It was the thirtieth time the event had been held, so it was a very special one. It involved three rivers, the Darling, the Murray and the greater Darling Anabranch… 83 kilometres, 22 boats, 160 participants and supporters. In honour of the three-decade milestone, the event returned to the Wentworth Rowing Club where Ian was recognised as the founder of the very first event in 1991.

			The total amount raised (including 2023) is approximately $787,000 with all funds going to support the Royal Flying Doctor Services to deliver essential health care and services to rural communities.

			Ian and Barbara ran Avoca-on-Darling farm stay on Avoca Station for the next twenty-four years. The stone-and-pine house, built in the 1870s with spacious rooms and high ceilings, offered comfort year-round, with bright open fires in the winter and wide verandas giving shade in the summer. Tourists were drawn by its historic charm and tranquillity on the Darling River, enjoying activities like fishing and boating from the property’s jetty. Some even arrived by boat.

			Jacarandas and peppercorn trees surrounded the homestead, and beyond were fruit and vegetable gardens and a tennis court. Barbara and Ian operated their tourist facility continuously over the years offering a full service of breakfast, lunch and dinner.

			They recall, ‘We had guests visit from all over Australia and the world; it was amazing! Our daily routine was housekeeping and entertaining, we were never lonely.’

			However, tragedy struck for the Laws during their time at Avoca Homestead.

			In 2018 Ian attempted to lop a low branch and recalls ‘the chainsaw jammed while doing the undercut. Realising the branch had lowered itself onto the ground causing the jam at the cut, I went under the branch to open it up, however the movement loosened the branch at the trunk, and it slowly came down on my head!

			‘I managed to get myself out from under the branch which wasn’t easy, and everything felt normal for the next few days. You don’t get a reaction straight away and the effect of the haemorrhage and clotting of the blood behind my eyes wasn’t evident until the weekend. By the time I got to the optometrist on Tuesday (as I had a tourism meeting on the Monday), it was too late to save my eyesight, the damage had been done.’

			Barbara notes that after Ian lost his sight, to his credit he continued his life in a positive manner without significant changes and remained at Avoca Station for the following eight years.

			One day during that eight-year period (while he was blind) Ian decided to take a walk by the Darling River. Ian recalls, ‘It was a nice day, and Barb had gone into town to do some shopping. The river was in flood at the time and unfortunately, I lost my footing, slid down the riverbank and into the fast-flowing flood waters.

			‘I just relaxed and went with the flow … for 22kms until I was able to catch hold of a branch. I began yelling for the next few hours until I was hoarse, hoping someone would hear me. Eventually some campers heard me and came to my rescue.’

			Meanwhile Barbara returned from town frantically looking for Ian along the riverbank.

			Tragedy struck again on 29 May 2024 when part of their home, the main building of the heritage-listed Avoca Homestead Complex was severely damaged by fire. The building caught fire at 9pm, a fire that was caused by an electrical fault. Approximately 50 percent of the late 1800s building was involved.

			Fire crews remained on the scene throughout the night and were able to save a significant part of the homestead complex.

			Ian and Barbara were successfully evacuated from the building with assistance from neighbours.

			With nowhere to live, Barbara’s brother travelled from Queensland to assist with an admission to Murray House facility in Wentworth. This is now their new home. They are very happy there and cannot speak more highly of the level of care they receive from the staff.

			

			With Avoca Station now sold, Ian and Barbara are unsure if they will purchase another home for the two of them or stay in the comfort and security at Murray House.

			Ian credits eleven years at Scotch College as the most significant influence in his life, giving him the opportunity to make lasting friendships, and the stepping stone to becoming a champion sportsman. The most pivotal, life changing moment in his life was the realisation he had lost his sight. Ian is most proud of all his sporting achievements both on and off the field. The best thing that happened was meeting and marrying the love of his life Barbara.
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			Ian, Leanne O’brien and Barbara Law

			Ian and Barbara are an accomplished couple, and it was a privilege to document their story. Both have achieved significant success in their respective fields while remaining humble and modest. Rather than seeking financial gain, they have found fulfillment in sharing a meaningful life together.
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