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			EVELYN PRICE

			in conversation with Kamana Tuladhar

			A good friend is like a four-leaf clover.

			If you’re fortunate enough to run into Evelyn Price at Jacaranda Village, be assured of two things … You will be greeted like an old friend, and you’ll hear some terrific stories.

			Evelyn moved into Jacaranda just shy of her 100th birthday. She is looking forward to celebrating her 102nd birthday next year. Evelyn is rightly proud of her good health (she is quite spritely) and of her memory (sharp as a tack). She puts this down to good genes and having lived a healthy lifestyle.
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			Evelyn has happily settled into her new home at jacaranda

			Reflecting on the happiness she has had throughout her life, she remarks that, ‘a good friend is the one who brings out the best in you. It’s like a four-leaf clover, hard to find and lucky to have. I feel so fortunate to still have a long-lasting friendship from my teenage years and up until my age of one hundred and one years.’ Evelyn speaks of her friendship with Betty Keating saying that, ‘it could be the best example of friendship; one which I would like to share with the next generation.’

			She believes that a good friendship is one without jealousy and with empathy. Of her friendship with Betty, she says that they have always been there for each other, good times and bad. ‘Good friendships are important to keeping happy.’

			

			Evelyn was born on 29 June 1924 to parents Eliza May, known as May, and Joseph Arthur, known as Arthur. She has very fond memories of her parents and her brothers and sisters. She had a happy childhood.

			‘I was the youngest of five children. My siblings were Polly, Allan, Jean and Eddy. I was five years younger than Eddy, so I was spoilt by all of them.’ Evelyn chuckles and “spoilt” is increased to “very spoilt”. As a young man, Evelyn’s brother Allan owned a bike shop, so naturally he was the one to teach Evelyn to ride. She recalls him bringing home a bike for her, and that they had to use an upturned dip tin for her to be able to get on! ‘Allan was just the best.’

			Although they have all passed on, she retains a strong connection to them through her nephews and nieces. She has very good, clear memories of her family. ‘Mum and Dad moved here from the Bendigo area. Dad worked on a fruit block in Karadoc Avenue, between 14th and 15th Streets.’

			It was hard work for Arthur and sadly he became very ill. Evelyn’s mum nursed him at home for a long time before he passed away when he was in his 50s.
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			Evelyn has a great love of animals, especially dogs

			

			‘I attended Irymple Primary School and except for days where it rained, I always walked to school with the neighbour’s children.’ Evelyn enjoyed school, especially reading. It’s something she still enjoys today, particularly stories about farms or the outback. Her granddaughter, also an enthusiastic reader, keeps her supplied with books. In the school playground, while the boys were busy playing marbles, basketball was the sport of choice for girls. While it was fun, Evelyn laughs and says she was “absolutely no good” at basketball.

			‘I had a happy childhood; family gatherings were something we all looked forward to. On New Year’s Day we would pack a picnic lunch and go down by the river.’ Evelyn’s mum was a McGlashan, a very large family, so the gatherings were quite something. Her mother would make her legendry raspberry cordial; enough for everyone, it was a real treat. The youngsters would enjoy a dip in the river, but Evelyn, who was not keen on swimming, would spend her afternoon on the riverbank watching them all splashing about.

			Evelyn talks about how lucky she was to grow up in a time when it was safe to enjoy freedoms that youngsters today probably miss out on. ‘As a teenager I often went to the pictures, sometimes every night of the week.’ Back then there were two picture theatres, an outdoor theatre and later on a drive-in theatre. Evelyn lists them off; the Ozone Theatre, the Astor Theatre, the outdoor theatre and the drive-in came along in the 50s.

			The Wonderland open-air theatre opened around 1910, located where the Mildura Telephone Exchange is situated. The Ozone Theatre was in Langtree Avenue, opening in 1937 and closing in 1971. The Astor theatre was closer to Seventh Street where the Mildura Brewery is now located, operating from the mid-20s until the 60s – opposite the open-air theatre.

			‘I left School at the end of grade six and started working at thirteen. I worked at Gilpin’s Department Store in Mildura which was in Langtree Avenue.’ There were ninety-four branches of the department store across Australia. Evelyn remembers that, ‘we all had to be dressed in black clothing, so we looked smart.’ With a cheeky laugh she adds, ’even our knickers’. She laughs, ‘we always had to wear a silly little black hat to and from work.’ Gilpin’s only employed single women, no men. As was often the case in those days, once married you left the job. Gilpin’s is where Evelyn met her lifelong friend Betty. They started at Gilpin’s at the same time. ‘We did everything together.’ The girls had to work across every department in the store from Ladieswear to Manchester and everything in-between. Evelyn remembers being transferred to the Red Cliffs store for around four months when they were short staffed.
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			Evelyn’s work colleagues at O.Gilpin’s. 
Her friend Muriel is on the far right

			Evelyn speaks so warmly of her friend Betty. ‘Our friendship now spans 85 years. She visits me here every Tuesday unless she is unwell. I always get ready quickly, and I’m excited to see Betty every week. I worry about her when she doesn’t come.’ Betty is ninety-seven – “just a spring chicken”, Evelyn agrees. It’s a few weeks since Evelyn has seen Betty so she’s very much looking forward to the next visit.

			There were many other friendships Evelyn made while working at Gilpin’s. Two of those, Peggy and Muriel, had quite an influence on her life. Muriel started at Gilpin’s at the same time as Evelyn.

			

			‘Peggy and I used to get up to some mischief’, Evelyn volunteers with a laugh but wouldn’t provide details.

			‘One New Year’s Eve, Peggy asked me what I was doing that night. She said there was a group of them going out as couples and there was a spare man (Jim). Peggy introduced me to him.’ Evelyn describes her Jim as “just lovely”. All the boys had motorbikes and Evelyn recalls riding around the town on the back of Jim’s bike all night. ‘I didn’t get home until it was daylight. I was sixteen; Jim and I became a couple.’

			Through Jim, Evelyn developed a friendship with Joan, the girlfriend of Jim’s cousin. She recalls that she and Joan would ride their bikes from Irymple to Red Cliffs, every Wednesday afternoon, to see friends who lived there. ‘In those days the shops would close on Wednesday afternoons but then stay open until nine on a Saturday night.’ So, Wednesday afternoons were set aside for bike rides with friends.

			Evelyn and Jim got engaged but the war intervened. Jim joined the Airforce and was sent to Darwin. He then served overseas. They wrote to each other, but being apart was hard on the relationship and they ended up going their separate ways. They both found new loves and married.

			Evelyn met her husband Bob (Robert) when he was working for Risbey’s Brick Works in Etiwanda Avenue, Mildura. ‘He would come into the shop and talk to all the Gilpin’s girls. I still remember his charming face. It overwhelmed me.’ Evelyn describes Bob as “rough and ready, but so very nice”. Bob became a bookmaker as soon as he turned twenty-one. That was the legal age to work as a bookmaker.
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			Evelyn with young Robert, relaxing by the Murray

			They got married in 1946 when Evelyn was twenty-three. Bob was three years older. It was a quiet, simple wedding. ‘I had to leave work when I got married; Gilpin’s wouldn’t employ married women, but I was still happy and excited for my new married life.’ Bob continued working at Risbey’s for a few years after they married before leaving to become a full-time bookmaker.

			‘We lived with Bob’s parents when we got married while our house in Magnolia Avenue was being built.’ It took seven years to build their new home as materials were so scarce after the war. Bob’s parents were lovely; they looked after Evelyn and adored their two children, Robert and Margaret. They became Evelyn’s second mum and dad. ‘Bob’s parents were always happy to look after the children.’ Evelyn now has three grandchildren and four great grandchildren.

			Evelyn recalls one night when she went to the movies with her friend Joan. There was a storm while they were at the theatre and a flash appeared across the screen from the lightning. Joan, quite scared, yelled out “FIRE” and everyone evacuated the building. The fire brigade came. Unluckily, one of the firemen just happened to be Bob’s brother Keith. When Evelyn got back to Bob’s parents’ house, Keith said that some ”silly bugger” had yelled out FIRE at the theatre and caused chaos. Joan and Evelyn both remained tight-lipped; Evelyn didn’t even tell Bob what had really happened.
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			Bob, Evelyn and Bob’s brother

			The Mildura Show was an outing for the family each year, Evelyn particularly liked the arts, crafts and cooking exhibits. Her cooking was a pastime that Evelyn’s whole family benefitted from – she could whip up a terrific sponge cake and would often have

			friends and family over for afternoon tea. She’s so pleased that her granddaughter Jane (Rob’s daughter) shares her love of cooking. Every year Jane makes her grandmother a birthday cake.
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			Evelyn with Bob and grandson Troy

			Evelyn and Bob would also go to the circus when it came to town. She remembers that a visiting circus “was a big deal” so they went to every one of them - until the kids became sick of going. Evelyn thinks that she wanted to go to the shows much more than the children ever did.

			Evelyn has some fond memories of the house that would be her home for seventy years. ‘In the early days, Magnolia Avenue was a dirt road; and a mud mess when it rained.’ She said that it was a great place to live. The neighbours became their friends; some of them attended her 100th birthday party at Jacaranda Village last year.

			Bob and Evelyn had a happy married life until Bob passed away from cancer. Evelyn talks about their love being eternal and that, ‘I think true love never dies; he still remains in my heart and soul which makes me feel complete. The memories are still alive, and I am happy to have had him in my life.’

			Evelyn was on her own for more than two years when she would again cross paths with her first love, Jim. Jim’s wife had died and he was also alone. Jim was friends with Muriel’s husband, so Muriel played cupid, and Jim and Evelyn became a couple again. ‘I knew him straight away; I did love him.’ They had come full circle.

			

			Evelyn and Jim enjoyed many caravan holidays together. ‘We enjoyed them as much as possible and we made a lot of memories during our holidays. We would hold each other’s hand, and we would walk together. He was a very lovely man. I feel very lucky to have had him.’ Every year they made trips to Noosa in Queensland to head to the sun and escape the winter in Mildura.
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			Evelyn and Bob with son Robert and daughter Margaret

			Jim’s family were pleased that he had Evelyn back in his life again. They enjoyed more than ten years together before he passed away in 2008. She still has a close relationship with his family and always looks forward to seeing them all. Jim’s daughter Carol visits Evelyn every Wednesday.

			With help from her son Rob and daughter-in law Barb, Evelyn was able to stay living in her own home until 2024. Then she became quite unwell and was admitted to hospital. The news was that she was only to be discharged from hospital to a nursing home. Evelyn had heard good things about the nursing home at Red Cliffs, Jacaranda Village, and her great-granddaughter Olivia worked there. So, she chose Jacaranda Village as her new home. ‘I am very happy living here. All the staff and nurses are very caring, and some have become very special to me.’

			Jacaranda hosted Evelyn’s 100th birthday celebration in the Village Hub. It was a very special occasion attended by extended family and friends with a beautiful cake courtesy of granddaughter Jane. A letter from King Charles is sitting on top of her photo album, congratulating her on her 100th year.
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			Evelyn with her granddaughters and great granddaughters

			Evelyn’s never short of company with Betty visiting on Tuesdays and Carol visiting on Wednesdays. Fridays are set aside for visits from Olivia’s mum, Kim, and Kim’s furry companion – Evelyn loves dogs.
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			Evelyn and her friend Betty

			

			When her son Rob and daughter-in-law Barb visit, they bring their pup Jack with them. Evelyn keeps doggy treats in her bottom drawer, and her canine visitors wait patiently for her to hand over the goodies.
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			Evelyn (on the right) with her siblings Jean, Allan and Polly

			Evelyn feels very lucky, she has an amazing, supportive family; ‘I love them all and appreciate all that they do for me. I look forward to my family and friends visiting me every week.’ She speaks fondly of the staff who take such good care of her at Jacaranda.

			When asked what advice she would pass on about living a long and meaningful life, Evelyn says, ‘it’s simple; be responsible and just be happy.’
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			Evelyn and Jim
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			A highlight on Evelyn’s 100th Birthday was a message from King Charles and Queen Camilla
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