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			GEOFF LOGAN LINTON

			shares his journey with Ross Lake

			Personal and Friendly!

			When the longtime residents of Mildura get to walk or drive around our town, with the good fortune of having lived here for several decades, they get to see the familiar built and natural environment of the present. However, the changing layers of Mildura’s settlement; it’s people, places and the events that have come and gone over the years of their residency can often be seen as lingering shadows. It might be a past meeting place, an historical incident or the often-changing commercial streetscapes that jog their mind’s stored bank of recollections.

			But, in Eighth Street, there was a place that for over fifty years has remained determinably the same. It was there on the corner of what is now Linton’s Lane, the lane that truncates at the rear of the Grand Hotel off Eighth Street between Langtree Avenue and Deakin Avenue. It wasn’t always called Linton’s Lane. Maybe the Linton family’s commercial presence for such a long period left local government with no option but to acknowledge one of its longtime commercial residents and community stalwarts.
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			The Mildura settlement was barely fifty-seven years old when the Linton family’s business connection with this location first commenced, and that connection only ceased long after the settlement had reached its centenary. While the business had commenced in Langtree Avenue, it soon moved to its site at 132C Eighth Street Mildura and remained there for the next fifty years. For the whole of that period the store was known as Murray Linton’s Sports Store. From its opening in 1945 to its closure in 1996, the store was a destination for the district’s footballers, cricketers, golfers, tennis players, fishermen and shooters, old and young.
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			Linton Sports Store advertising, circa 1987

			All one’s sporting goods needs were either purchased here, or around the corner in Langtree Avenue at Jerry Cornell’s competing sports store and billiard hall, or Ron Whitworth’s Photographic and Gun Shop. But as Geoff will admit, the level of competition was not aggressively pursued. “There was no national or franchised chain competition and the owners whose names were on the shop window were right there every day to serve you”. As the Linton’s advertised, it was Personal and Friendly. Geoff Linton was to become one of those owners. He held no other job for the entirety of his working life.

			He had followed the founder of the store, his father Murray, into the shop as an assistant on finishing secondary school in 1946.

			Under its Mildura Notes, the May 31, 1928 edition of the Melbourne publication ‘Table Talk’ records that, Mr. and Mrs. Murray Linton have returned from their honeymoon and have made their home at Cardross. Geoff Linton was born on that property in Cardross on May 7, 1930, and now as he enters his ninetieth year, he can definitively lay claim to being, a ‘local’ with deep roots into the Mildura community.

			However, it is not just his life-long residency that qualifies Geoff to such a claim. His forebear’s connection to Mildura reach back to the very commencement of the irrigation settlement in 1888 and some years before. It is this early settler heritage that Geoff is clearly most proud of when he recounts those family connections. Geoff’s mother, Lorna Mae Linton nee Crockett (but known as Dawn) is remembered by Geoff warmly as an extremely hard-working woman. He recalls her working at a local Bank, at the firm of Cleary and Crouch and as a clerk in the Shire Offices. It is Dawn’s father, W.P. Crockett that takes Geoff and his family’s history back to the original settlers of Mildura.

			William Paul Crockett, (known to the family as WP), was a carpenter. He arrived in Mildura in 1888, barely months after the Chaffey Brothers had been granted the indenture from the Victorian government to commence development of the irrigation colony. WP bought ten acres from the Chaffey’s and initially returned to Mansfield.

			But he was back in Mildura in 1892. He, like Geoff, would two generations later, take an active part in the Mildura community. WP was a dried fruit grower, a director of Mildura Grand Hotel Ltd, a trustee of the Mildura Dried Fruits Association, a commissioner of the First Mildura Irrigation Trust and a founding member of the Australian Natives Association. William Paul Crockett also served as a member of Parliament in Victoria. After being elected as a Country Party member, he was appointed an Honorary Minister in the Lawson-Allan Government of 1921-1923. He resigned over dried fruit rates. Geoff recalls that he also built the home known as Ularara at the end of Tenth Street.
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			Ularara – in 2020

			Geoff’s father, Robert Murray Linton, with whom Geoff would share all those years in the shop, had been born on July 16, 1902. He was also closely connected to the early history of Mildura. Mostly known as Murray, (but ‘Garpy’ to his family), he had been named after his aunt, Catherine Murray, who, following the death of her mother, came out from England with two of her sisters. All three girls had worked as housekeepers and cooks at the Warren Guest House which for many years stood on the corner of Seventh Street (Cureton Avenue) and Deakin Avenue. Locals today will know it as the address of the CommodoreMotel. It is through his father’s lineage that Geoff’s familyconnections to this region can be traced well back into themid-nineteenth century. Murray’s grandfather, (Geoff’s great grandfather), was Armourer Winship Forster, the manager of Mildura Station for the squatters Hugh and Busby Jamieson. He had arrived in the Mildura district in 1845 with John Hawden, his cousin. Today they both lie buried in the Mildura Station Homestead Cemetery on the road to Apex Park. Interestingly, so does Miss Catherine Murray.
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			Armourer and John Hawden played a pivotal role in the early history of Mildura, in that it was they who having come up from Kulnine Station near Hattah, discovered that a Mr. Frank Jenkin had just driven a mob of cattle across the river and laid claim to what was to become the area that is now Mildura, and was camping in a small stone hut. Forster and Hawden soon learned that Jenkin had no legal right, and they trekked through the bush to Melbourne and made a successful claim on behalf of the Jamiesons.

			Geoff’s Linton’s early schooling was to be at Mildura West Primary between 1935 and 1940. The school had been built on one of the Chaffey Brothers’ endowment blocks and only opened in 1922. He fondly remembers the headmaster, Mr. Rommel and his third-grade teacher, Miss Cook.

			Prior to the Second World War, and the opening of the sports store, Geoff’s father Murray, had worked around Mildura at Washington Motors, the local Ford dealership, and at the Maples Store on Deakin Avenue. At the  of war Geoff had been expecting to go on to High School in Mildura but his father’s entry into the Air Force at the relatively older age of thirty eight and his initial posting saw Geoff, his mother and sister Marion, follow his father to Port Pirie in South Australia. Geoff remembers with some disappointment that he was put back a year to Grade 6 at Port Pirie Primary School. He had been expecting to commence secondary school that year.

			When his father was sent overseas, the family returned to Mildura, living temporarily at the Grand Hotel. It was not until some years later that Geoff would learn the importance of the overseas posting of his father. As Geoff recounts, his father had been posted to Biak Island, in what was then known as Dutch New Guinea. He had been assigned to the RAAF Wireless Unit 1, the famous and ‘so-called’ eavesdroppers. It was the eavesdropper’s job to intercept coded Japanese transmissions and provide the Americans, especially, General MacArthur’s intelligence organization, with vital information about enemy operations in the South West Pacific. Their work was so highly regarded that General Willoughby, MacArthur’s Intelligence Chief, stated soon after the defeat of Japan, that “Signal Intelligence chopped two years off the war in the Pacific”. These men had worked in often uncomfortable and hazardous environments and always with the added awareness that their work had to be the best kept secret of the war.

			During these war years Geoff was sent to Mildura High School and after having completed three years, he was sent on to Caulfield Grammar for two years. He completed year eleven in 1946.

			As a boarder, these were certainly formative years. A member of Davis house he will admit to some ‘wagging’ and getting the ‘cuts’ but recalls fondly that the whole experience was only possible as his mother’s work paid the ‘forty quid’ a term school and boarding fees. The school’s motto was Labora Ut Requiescas – ‘Work hard that you may rest content’. It seems an appropriate motto for father, mother and son.

			On his return to Mildura in 1946, Geoff commenced working in the family’s newly established sports store with his father, who he describes as ‘pretty easy going’.

			For the next twenty years, until Murray’s retirement around 1966, they worked together in the store, with few disagreements according to Geoff. The shop premises had been purchased from Bill Boucher who had run a bike shop at the location. For many years after the sports store’s establishment, the small strip of adjoining shops changed little.

			There was Hammerton’s Jewellers, Araco’s Fruit Store (with Tommy Araco in charge), Gouges the Chemist (later Bowens), and, Rockman’s Silk Store. Both father and son, as is often the case in Mildura, were to become active members of the community. 

			Murray is recorded as being active as President of the Mildura West Cricket Club, Secretary of the Mildura Lawn Tennis Club and as having served on the Mildura City Council after the war, and he was to become mayor in 1951-52. He retired from the sports store around 1966 and relocated to Ocean Grove, building a house there, prior to his death in 1969.

			Geoff, by now carrying the nickname ‘Slab’, an epithet that would endure for most who knew him until this very day, then began a long and involved working, married and family life in the Mildura community. When questioned about this nickname Geoff explained it had nothing to do with his drinking prowess, but in fact was simply a play on his middle name – Logan!

			A few years after settling back into the community as a young man, Geoff found himself at a party in Irymple where he met the woman who would become his wife for the next fifty-eight years. Nancy Gertrude Linton (nee Mitchell) had arrived at the party with her friend Nan Dean and as Geoff recalls, he discovered Nancy was then working at the Prestige Factory with Mildura identity Jack Lyle as her boss. Geoff and Nancy were married on August 19, 1954.
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			Geoff Linton weds Nancy on August 19, 1953

			It was a partnership that his daughters would later describe as a loving team, until Nancy’s passing in 2012. Three daughters would follow over the years - Susan, Margaret and Catherine. Both Susan and Margaret remain working and living in the Mildura district with Cathy now living in Australind, Western Australia, a suburb of Bunbury. Geoff’s family now boasts six grandchildren and seven great grandchildren. Whilst the sports store and family required daily attention, Geoff also found time to engage in many of the community and sporting activities that country towns offer as a result of their remoteness and the importance of volunteering.
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			Geoff was captain of the Imperial Football Club Junior B Team

			In his younger days he describes himself as a ‘slow bowler’ for the Mildura West Cricket Club and an ‘average footballer’ for the Imperials Football Club Reserves with an occasional appearance in the Firsts.

			The 1953 Imperials Football Club – Junior B Team, Premier’s photo shows Geoff as Captain, with lifetime friend, John Hutchinson sitting on his right. However, these more active sports made way for three long term sporting and recreational passions - fishing, golf and snooker. Golf became an increasing passion for Geoff and having achieved the golfer’s dream of a hole in one not once, but on four separate occasions, he can still accurately recount those memorable shots at the Old Donnington course in Swan Hill, twice on the 14th hole at Mildura and once at the local Riverside Golf course. A best handicap low of seven was achieved, but he says it more generally hovered around ten to twelve. Nonetheless a memorable victory was had when partnering with friend Alan Tiller in a stroke event in 1966, the pair took off the much coveted Mildara Wines Golf Shield Challenge.

			Snooker too became a regular recreation with many evenings taken up in local events, mostly at the Mildura Club and with great distinction as an Inter-Club Snooker representative. Geoff and his longtime friend John Harrison are recorded as the inaugural winners of the H.A. Peglar Snooker Cup at the Mildura Club in 1966. In the same year, the event was renamed the Don Martin Memorial Snooker Doubles Championship in memory of the late Don Martin who had been a very active member of the Club.

			Geoff has been a member at the Mildura Club since 1955 and remains a member to this day. He suspects he is not only the longest serving member of the Club, but now the oldest member. He is also a third-generation member of the Club. His connection with the Club has far exceeded its recreational use. Geoff was the Club’s President from 1977-1978. He happily recalls the days when two shillings bought you three seven-ounce glasses of beer. The Club, like Geoff and his forebears, has important connections to the Mildura community. Preceding Geoff as president are such well-known local identities as W.B Chaffey, Gordon Searle, Ross Lanyon, Doug Haynes and Fred Shilliday.

			The Club was founded in 1890 and was often referred to as The Golden Stairs, a reference to its membership base, largely drawn from local business owners and professionals. Geoff recalls a very memorable event connected to the Mildura Club, first recorded in the minutes of the 1977 Annual General meeting, during Geoff’s presidency. The issue relates to the fact that the Mildura Club was a ‘male only club’, a matter considered by many in 1977 to be something of an anachronism. Several votes have been taken over the years to allow, or more correctly disallow, women members. 

			It’s only recently that a change of heart and the added pressure of changing social and economic norms, saw the Club open its doors to female members. Another important issue confronting the Mildura Club during Geoff’s presidency was the push to have the Club amalgamate with the Mildura Settlers Club.

			“Fortunately, this did not occur, given the subsequent demise of the Settlers as a members-only club”. The Mildura Club remains in operation to this day.
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			The Mildura Club

			Other significant connections to the community, outside of the business of the Sports Store, include Geoff’s membership of the Rotary Club of Irymple where he was a foundation member, his long and early membership of the Men’s Wine and Food Society and as a Life Member of APEX, awarded after forty years of service. The Men’s Wine and Food Society was remembered by Geoff particularly for its fellowship and early members such as Lyle Barnden, Jack Abell and Bill Bowring. 

			Whilst the sports store eventually closed after over fifty years of trading, Geoff clearly enjoyed his self-employment and particularly the ‘buying trips’.

			In his own words, “My favourite trip was to Melbourne in the days when Mildura had a passenger train. You could put the ‘ute’ on the Vinelander, go down overnight, spend some time in the bar, head for your sleeper cab, get off at Spencer Street, go to the wholesalers, meet some mates for lunch and travel back on the train the next day. Alternatively buying trips would also be taken to Sydney, often accompanied by his ‘competitor’ Jerry Cornell and mates Curly Gibson and Alan Ball”.

			These conversations prompted memories of ‘old Mildura’, and the events and people that made up the town. As Geoff says “…you knew everybody then…” He recalls the Queen’s visit in 1954, the opening of the Old Base Hospital, the fire that burnt down the Shilliday’s Store and the transformation of the rubbish dump and storm water drainage basin into the Lawn Tennis Club of today.
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			Geoff and Nancy with Slazenger equipment reps in 1953

			Geoff maintains the sports store was a ‘good living’ over the years with a few ups and downs.

			One memorable ‘down’ was an excursion into the manufacture of fishing rods. While he eventually recovered, he did admit to “losing quite a few bob!”  The ultimate decision to close Murray Linton’s Sports Store, aside from the fact that Geoff was now in his mid-sixties, was confirmed by the arrival in Mildura of several well resourced and modern national sports store franchises. “Their concentration on sports clothing, sports shoes and large format stores made the tiny footprint of the eighth street store uncompetitive”.

			This retirement also meant that his wife Nancy could also withdraw from her longtime job as the ‘store’s bookeeper’.

			This of course opened-up an active retirement period for Geoff, highlighted by numerous road trips with Nancy, often combined with Geoff’s pursuit of fishing. Geoff admits to never having considered leaving Mildura, and in fact, claims to have often tried to talk others into moving to Mildura to live. But in-spite of that, Geoff and Nancy left often enough to circumnavigate Australia travelling clockwise by road on two occasions and anticlockwise on two other lengthy trips. As he says, “I have seen most places in this country”.

			Today after four years as a resident at Princes Court Homes, most of Geoff’s days are taken up with reading the Sunraysia Daily and the Herald Sun, chatting with visitors and other residents, and watching the cricket on television during summer.

			A lifelong Carlton supporter Geoff also looks forward to his regular winter viewing of their attempts to recover past glories!

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

		

	OEBPS/image/Geoff_Nancy_Slazenger.jpg





OEBPS/image/Geoff_Nancy_Wedding.jpg





OEBPS/image/Imperial_FC_1953.jpg
Imperial Football Club—Junior B Team, Premiers, 1953
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