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			COLLEEN GEYER 

			in conversation with Chris Celegon 

			You didn’t dare go to catch the bus home if you didn’t have your proper uniform on. You’d never hear the end of it!

			The world was beginning to smile again, even if only for a short time. The stage musical ‘Showboat’, with its standout song Ol’ Man River, was the toast of 1928, together with the music of Jolson and Armstrong. Marvellous events were happening all over. In February, the famous aviator Bert Hinkler had just completed his historic solo flight from England to Australia. There was a strong push for him to include Mildura in his victory celebration tour. 

			On Wednesday, March 4, 1928, there was another celebration with the arrival in Mildura of Colleen Margaret Curtis Daunt at Kirkee Private Hospital. Colleen was the first child of Achilles and Emily Daunt. Kirkee Private Hospital was located where Sandors Motor Inn on Deakin Avenue is now and was one of many small private hospitals that catered for the arrival of Mildura’s littlest citizens. Her arrival was duly noted in the Sunraysia Daily and the Melbourne Argus. As Colleen puts it, “That would be my mother”. Emily Margaret Frances Curtis was a milliner by profession, arriving in Mildura in the early 1920’s, where she found employment with the Fisher’s Department Store. Born in Brunswick in 1887, Emily lived with her parents, Samuel and Mary Curtis, in Maryborough, before coming to Mildura. “Family rumours and stories abound that Grandpa Curtis owned a gold mine!” Emily met and married Achilles John Lawrence Daunt in 1924. He was born in Mooroopna, Victoria, in 1892 to Martha and William Daunt. It seems the name Achilles is a family name for the second-born son. 

			A career in banking was Achilles’ future when he joined the Bank of Victoria and was posted to Mildura, but life took a very different turn with the outbreak of the First World War. On May 20, 1915, Achilles enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force. His wartime service was to take him to the theatres of Gallipoli and France, where he rose to the rank of 2nd Lieutenant. Along the way, he was awarded a Meritorious Service medal and had the distinction of being mentioned in Sir Douglas Haig’s despatches. 

			Colleen remembers trying to get her father involved with the ANZAC day commemorations but to no avail. “He never spoke of the war other than to remark ‘that he could never get over how the soldiers lifted themselves when they heard the bagpipes!’” 
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			Achilles Daunt – The War Years 

			Discharged from the AIF in 1920, he returned to the Sunraysia region and took up the position of manager of the Merbein branch of the Bank of Victoria. 

			Around the same time, the term Sunraysia came into being when a young marketing entrepreneur by the name of CJ DeGaris instigated a competition to publicise the emerging region with a name to describe dried fruits grown in the district. The region got its name from a promotion on behalf of the Australian Dried Fruits Association in 1919. The winning name was ‘Sun-Raysed’ which was eventually modified to ‘Sunraysia’. It’s a term which continues today. 
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			Shortly after, and perhaps with a need to return to the land, Achilles applied for an allocation of land with the Soldier Settlement scheme in either Merbein or Red Cliffs. He was successful in the allocation of Block 455 in Red Cliffs. 

			The Soldier Settlement scheme was a joint venture between the Federal and State Governments with the aim of establishing agricultural land for the use of the returning service men and women. Red Cliffs was one of the areas earmarked for the scheme. Applications were considered, including a question on the application form to cite any experience in agriculture. Achilles’ application listed that he had experience in ‘mixed farming until seventeen years of age’. This would pertain to the experience on his family’s property in Mooroopna, Victoria. It may be noted that many were accepted with no experience of life on the land. 

			Block 455, the family home, is situated at Sunnycliffs two and a half kilometres from Red Cliffs off the Calder Highway. Now known as Daunt Road, the property’s address is off Sunnycliffs Crescent, quite near the Sunnycliffs Primary School. Colleen was joined by her brother, Derek John, known as John, in August 1930, and the family was complete. Colleen remembers her father working the property before the advent of tractors. “It was a proper property long before the use of tractors. Of course, they had horses and a cow, sometimes pigs. Dad would come up from the block, and he would have this tribe behind him”. The average size of most allotments of land, or blocks as they are known, was around fifteen acres. 
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			Colleen And John Daunt 

			The Daunt holding was seventeen acres and was a dried fruit block. Life on a block could be precarious given the vicissitudes of weather. 
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			Colleen did not work on the block but well remembers one hailstorm. “Helping out with a tin in one arm and the secateurs in the other, she had to go along the rows, cutting the fruit away. So much fruit lost”, and no such thing as crop insurance. 

			When asked about pets growing up, Colleen remembered that they always had cats and a dog and if Colleen and John had had their way, they would have made the horses pets, but their father “absolutely jumped on us for that”. Colleen reasoned he was the one who had to manage them. 
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			It’s 1933 and ‘Stormy Weather’ is being hummed in kitchens around the country. It’s off to school for Colleen. Opened in 1929, the Sunnycliffs Primary School was close by. Colleen recalls taking a shortcut through the neighbouring property while keeping a wary eye out for the neighbours’ blue heeler dog that would sneak up and nip at their heels. “You never ever heard her coming”. Colleen always enjoyed school, much to her friend’s dismay. 

			She deeply laments Sunnycliffs Primary School closing due to a lack of enrolments in 2018. 

			It’s the early 1940’s, and the airwaves are full of the swing music of Glenn Miller and the chaos of the Second World War, turning the world upside down. Colleen becomes a bus kid crumb as she heads off to St Joseph’s Senior College in Mildura, picking up the bus at the Sunnycliffs store on 15th Street each day. “The bus was our lifesaver”, providing independence and mobility. Colleen’s partner in crime on the bus journey was Mary Lewis, now Mary Merlin. From giggly schoolgirls to adulthood, Mary’s and Colleen’s friendship spans eight decades, sharing many adventures and confidences. Although Mary lives in Robinvale, the two still catch up when able, chatting away with the ease that only close companions enjoy. 

			As with primary school, Colleen enjoyed the camaraderie of school life, learning and problem-solving. She remembers the teaching nuns being tough but good teachers. A strict uniform code was enforced, and Colleen remembers grey stockings and a hat. “You didn’t dare go to catch the bus home if you didn’t have your proper uniform on. You never heard the end of it!” As Colleen remarks, “Kids these days don’t know themselves; they really don’t”. Unlike today the education choices for girls were limited. Colleen followed the traditional secretarial stream, which led to her lifelong career with the legal fraternity. As was often the case at that time, Colleen’s father was able to secure employment for his clever daughter via his connections, and Colleen began her career with the legal firm Sykes, Crothers and Duck. It was a well-established firm with offices in Mildura, Wentworth, and Red Cliffs. Over the years, the firm changed names as partners came and went. When asked who her favourite boss was, with no hesitation, Colleen said, “Alan Gallagher. A very nice man who was willing to teach you what you wanted to know”. 

			Colleen’s work was her passion, and she loved every bit of it, (except for New South Wales land transfers which she hated for the antiquated way they did everything in New South Wales compared to Victoria). Of course, today we have ‘The Cloud’ to store documentation, but when Colleen was learning her craft, everything was done by hand with considerable reliance on the post. “Everything in triplicate with all the precious documents stored in a huge fireproof strong room located on site”. Colleen worked in reception and was on-call to all who needed her. It was a great learning curve and an insight into people’s lives. On asking Colleen of any memorable instances, she recounts one significant occasion. After bidding farewell to the last client for the day on Friday night, she was to read his death notice in the paper on the following Monday. “They were the ones that used to rock you”. Another cause of concern for Colleen was the number of people who were on their own in the world. “It used to worry me because there were so many people we had as clients that had no next of kin. That was quite surprising and there were more of them than you’d realise”. 

			It appears the legal area was a little more progressive than other employment options for women at this time, where marriage meant the termination of a career. She shared with me the firm’s view when asked how she could return to work after marriage. “I worked there before I got married, and I had eight years before and eight years after I had my kids. Which as far as the partners were concerned was wonderful because they had people that had experience. If you couldn’t go back after you got married, you were sunk, so were they”. While primarily based in the Mildura office for a time, Colleen worked in the Red Cliffs office in Indi Avenue. “It was close and handy to home in Sunnycliffs, again by the bus”. 

			It’s 1947 in Red Cliffs and we’re at the home of the Red Cliffs Musical Society. The smell of the grease paint and the roar of the crowd drew Colleen in like a moth to a flame (or, in this case, the klieg light). Sinatra and Perry Como might have been conquering the airwaves, but at ‘Diggerland’ in Red Cliffs, Colleen was mastering the lyrics of the fantasy musical ‘The Arcadians’. It was her first show. (Red Cliffs Musical Society began in 1938 with a group of like-minded people getting together to form a choral group. They then worked through the war to raise funds for the war effort. The group evolved into staging musical productions and continues just as vibrantly today, though now known as the ‘Musical Society Mildura’). 

			For Colleen, the moment she walked through the door of the first rehearsal, she knew she had found her people and a lifetime of wonderful memories. The Musical Society would do two shows a year with the season running over two weeks with perhaps a night off in-between. By the end of the run, you would be exhausted, but as Colleen says, “You wouldn’t miss it for quids”. As a soprano, Colleen performed in musicals covering all genres and styles. From Gilbert and Sullivan’s ‘Pirates of Penzance’, Operetta’s ‘Die Fledermaus’, and ‘The Count of Luxembourg’, (where Colleen took the lead role), to Broadway hits like ‘Oklahoma’ and ‘Show Boat’”, just to name a few. The Society also performed classical pieces such as Sir Arthur Sullivan’s ‘The Long Day Closes’ and Colleen’s favourite the ‘Hallelujah Chorus’ from Hayden’s ‘Creation’. 

			Colleen was joined by her brother John and together they became dab hands in all facets of theatre from typing out scripts, dressing room disasters and the need to change in the back of a bus, to escaping flood waters on one memorable trip home from Renmark. The costumes had to be made or hired. Sometimes, all that hung between you and disaster was a safety pin. “It’s amazing what you can do with a safety pin, isn’t it?” Glamour studio portraits of the cast were taken at Zaetta’s Photographic studio with all the intensity of a high fashion shoot, and with much hilarity.
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			Learning to dance under the tutelage of Ruby Hayles with lots of laughs and enjoyment. 

			Colleen remembers musical directors Geoff Beacham and Lionel Young and their often-tyrannical ways, all in the spirit of getting the best show possible on stage. Colleen has great memories of the full orchestra and excitement of finishing a big musical number and knowing you had given it your all, the new frock for the after-show party and the lifelong friendships. In Colleen’s words, “Yes, until you have done something like that, you don’t know what life’s about”. 

			The Red Cliffs Musical Society performed in various locations, from Diggerland and the Red Cliffs Civic Centre, the Werrimull Hall, the Roxy Theatre in Ouyen, and Renmark before finding its home Theatre at the Mildura Art Centre. In later years theatre goers would see Colleen manning the program sales in the foyer, still enjoying all aspects of her theatrical pursuits. 

			As our young Colleen is gracing the stage, she is fully embracing the social life of post-war Mildura. The Old Mill Dance Hall was the place to go, and anybody who was anybody was seen dancing up a storm to non-stop live bands. The hall, now sadly a vacant building, is located on the corner of Eighth Street and Orange Avenue, Mildura. With its excellent sprung timber dance floor, it was the launching pad for many a romance, and so it was for Colleen. Just as ‘Annie Get Your Gun’ was wowing audiences in the city, Colleen’s aim went for a young butcher named Edward Geyer. 
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			Colleen Daunt as she Appeared in ‘The Count of Luxembourg’
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			Colleen and John Daunt in The Waltz Dream in 1952 

			Edward John Geyer was born in 1928 to First World War Veteran Lloyd Maurice Geyer and Ivy Victoria Maud Dart. The family came from the Horsham – Nhill area with Lloyd’s mother, known as Nurse Geyer, a prominent figure in the Horsham community. Lloyd, a First World War veteran, was a blacksmith before enlistment. On his return from France, he took up the soldier settlement scheme in the Parish of Wathe in the Municipality of Karkarooc near the town of Hopetoun. He left the farm in 1935 when he and his family made home in Cabarita, an area that lies between Mildura and Merbein. Edward worked for Caffrey’s Butchers in Langtree Avenue. A one-man shop meant Edward worked long hours. Colleen introduced Ed to the world of musical theatre, and whilst never able to entice him to jump into the spotlight, he became a well-respected backstage crew member for many years. 

			Sunraysia was a hive of activity in 1954 with the imminent arrival of the new Sovereign Queen Elizabeth. The movie ‘Dream Wife’, a Cary Grant film, was showing at the Hoyts Ozone in Mildura but all eyes were on Red Cliffs. Saturday, January 30, 1954, at St. Marks’s Anglican Church Red Cliffs, with a hint of frangipani in the air, Colleen and Edward were married. After the ceremony, the wedding breakfast was held at the popular Murray Moon Cabaret and Coffee Lounge in Mildura. A front-page photo in the Sunraysia Daily shows the happy couple together with bridesmaid Lorna George, Ed’s sister and his brother Frank, the best man. 

			An editorial piece a couple of days later provides more details, including the announcement that the newlyweds would head for Robinvale to live after a honeymoon in Portland. 
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			Colleen Daunt and Ed Geyer wed in 1954

			Bill Caffrey asked Ed to take on the Butcher’s shop in Robinvale, once again a one-person shop. Apart from working in the butcher’s shop, Ed also plied his trade as a house painter, a business venture that continued when they returned to Red Cliffs. Colleen recalls happy times in Robinvale, where she soon made friends, who remain good friends to this day. Robinvale sees the arrival of the next Geyer generation with the birth of Anthony Stephen in late 1954. Linda Margaret made her arrival with the floods of 1956. Colleen noted that there was a profusion of Lindas that year, so resolved the next baby would have an unusual and distinctive name - just special to them. In the spring of 1959, with inspiration from a pretty name found in a knitting pattern book Merise Elizabeth was born. The family was completed with the arrival of Paul Edward in May of 1962. 

			While in Robinvale, the family was adopted by a galah who just walked in through the side fence of their Ronald Street home. Colleen soon learnt to be careful what she said as he was an excellent mimic and would imitate the family conversations. Colleen’s father would not countenance the idea of women driving. Linda remembers that while living in Robinvale, Colleen took the opportunity to master the skill, often with the family on board. On reflection, it is hoped the galah was not part of this family activity, adding more phrases to his repertoire. 

			Life was busy in the small township of Robinvale, which like Red Cliffs, swelled in numbers after the influx of soldier settlers in 1947, but in December 1966, Achilles Daunt died and the family were called back to Red Cliffs. The family moved into the family property on Block 455 Sunnycliffs, sharing the house with Colleen’s mother, Emily, until her passing in 1969. With his family background in farming, Ed took on the dried fruit block. He also continued working in the butcher’s shop and joined his brother-in-law John on his block nearby, working the two blocks together. 

			Colleen remembers one pet dog, “That used to love eating dried fruit. He wouldn’t touch it on the rack, but if it fell on the ground and got walked on, that was fine”. She still laughs at the memory. 

			A thunderstorm in Mildura in March 1969 brought 294 points (103.7mm) of rain and many fruit properties were flooded. Much of the fruit had been picked, but many lost their livelihoods. The newspapers were still engrossed in the turmoil of the Vietnam War. The Beatles, the Rolling Stones and Elvis dominated the charts. The Musical ‘Hair’ was making an impact in Sydney though not one for the Red Cliffs Musical Society to tackle. They were busy with ‘Kiss Me Kate’. 

			Colleen was able to resume her career in the same legal firm, now Gallagher and Duck and she reignited her passion for musicals with the Red Cliffs Musical Society. This time, the bus journey to rehearsals at the Mildura Powerhouse is replaced by her much-loved yellow Mazda 323. Coincidently in 1990, she took the role of ‘Queenie’ in ‘Showboat’, the musical written in the year of her birth. 
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			The family is growing up now, with Tony and Linda off to Red Cliffs High School, the younger ones at Sacred Heart Primary. 
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			L-R Paul, Merise, Linda, Ed and Colleen, and Tony. 

			From a career in the military, Tony now works for the RSL in the field of Veterans’ Affairs, taking care of service personnel who have fallen through the cracks of officialdom. Linda is a full-time carer for her husband Peter and is now working to restore a 100-acre property back to its native vegetation. Merise, at the age of 59 decided on a new career direction and trained to become an enrolled nurse. Paul works in the corporate world as a Governance Consultant and Professional Director. Pride of place in Colleen’s room at Jacaranda Village is a photo of the grandchildren, eleven in all. Together with the next generation of nine great grandchildren, Colleen and Ed’s legacy is assured. Today they are scattered around Victoria, working in various fields with their own families. 

			They sold the vineyard and, in 1981, moved a short distance to Karingal Court in Irymple, staying for four years before moving to Koorlong Avenue in 1985. Colleen retired in 1991 after a long career in legal services. She had seen many name changes from Skyes, Crothers and Duck to Duck and Iamarino; but all had the same address in Deakin Avenue. With Ed also retired, the couple set out for an extended journey around Australia. Colleen recalls Broome in Western Australia as one of her favourite places, marvelling over the beautiful aquamarine water. 
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			Colleen at her work desk 

			In retirement, Colleen was kept busy with various pursuits including St Luke’s Ladies Guild raising much needed funds for the church. The Country Women’s Association, a busy and vibrant organisation in Mildura, kept Colleen and her fellow thespians, including Audrey and Ivan Gates, on their toes adding flourish to the various ‘Song in Costume’ and drama festivals held across the state. With sewing machines again in full swing, Colleen’s expertise in costume making became a valuable addition and they formed a winning combination. 

			In July 2000, Colleen’s brother John passed away leaving his wife Dot and daughter Glenda. Life ambled on until 2021, when the family counselled Ed and Colleen to move to Jacaranda Village for extra assistance. Sadly, she lost Ed soon after, on March 22, 2021. Ed was ninety-three. Alone now and in need of some assistance, Colleen happily resides in a cottage at Jacaranda Village Red Cliffs. Together with other residents, Colleen joins in the many lunchtime conversations discussing the state of the nation and times past. She dearly misses her two cats who could not come to live with her, but she enjoys the company of the secret feline that frequents Jacaranda. 

			With only a brief sojourn in Robinvale, Colleen is a Red Cliffs girl, through and through. She may be of a certain age now, and the music is more ‘Hamilton’ than ‘Show Boat’, but the twinkle in her eye conveys the message that she is someone who has lived life to the hilt. With Ed, she has raised four children, all now forging their own paths and stories. She thoroughly loved her career in the legal fraternity, meeting and being a confidante to many. She maintains her great passion for musical theatre, in all its disciplines, and the lifelong friends she has made. As Colleen so eloquently puts it, “I wouldn’t change any of it”. 
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			Colleen and Ed Geyer

		

	OEBPS/image/Colleen_Geyer_Story-Cover1.jpg
b et fgoudid e e
proper wnifm on. ol neyer
B ooy O

COLLEEN GEYER

in conversation with Chris Celegon






OEBPS/image/Colleen_Ed_wedding.jpg





OEBPS/image/Daunt_Road_sign.jpg





OEBPS/toc.xhtml

		
		Contents


			
						ColleenGeyer_inConversation


			


		
		
		Landmarks


			
						Cover


			


		
	

OEBPS/image/Colleen_at_work_desk.jpg





OEBPS/image/Colleen_Ed_end_of_story.jpg





OEBPS/image/Jack_De_Garis_promoting__Sun-Raysed_,_which_later_became__Sunraysia_.jpg





OEBPS/image/Colleen_as_she_appeared_in_Luxembourge.jpg





OEBPS/image/Group_photo.jpg





OEBPS/image/Colleen_Geyer_Story-Cover.jpg
didn T devre gvumm@
i ey gowdidn e gour
proper wnifem m.ymu’fl/ ol

COLLEEN GEYER

in conversation with Chris Celegon






OEBPS/image/ploughing_painting.jpg





OEBPS/image/Showboat_Poster-Mockup.png
THE RED CLIFFS MUSICAL SOCIETY INC.

e FEROME KERN
st s *SHOW BOAT”

mn DURA ARTS CENTRE THEAI‘RE






OEBPS/image/Colleen_John_as_Children.jpg





OEBPS/image/Showboat_Characters-Mockup.png
CHARACIERS
inderof spesrence)

£
H

%

L
HHH

pf

sify
Hi

iy
]

,iu
i






OEBPS/image/Achilles_Daunt.jpg





OEBPS/image/Colleen_John_in_Waltz_Green.png





