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			ROSE SORBIE 

			in conversation with Fiona Harley

			There’s a little devil in your eyes.

			Rose was born in Melbourne on 17 October 1938. Her mother, Molly, was in her late 30s, and her father, Jack, was in his 40s when she was born. Rose believes she was named after the song Rose Marie, I Love You, which featured in the 1936 movie of the same name starring Jeanette McDonald and Nelson Eddy. Her mother was a big fan of Jeanette and Eddy, and the song held a special place in her heart.

			Molly and Jack’s relationship was unconventional for the time. They were not married because Jack had another family. He left them to live with Molly, a decision that was met with disapproval from Molly’s Catholic family. Despite their initial reservations, Molly’s family eventually accepted Jack into their lives, driven by their love for their daughter. Molly’s faith remained important to her, and she continued to attend church regularly. Rose was baptised a Catholic against her father’s wishes; in fact, Molly took Rose to be baptised without Jack knowing it was happening.

			Growing up as an only child, Rose often felt lonely. She cherished the time spent with her cousins on her mother’s side of the family, but she never knew any of her father’s relatives. This absence left a void in her life, and she often wondered why they never sought her out. The stigma of being born illegitimate added to her feelings of isolation. Rose’s school life was a mix of challenges and cherished memories. Her first teacher, Miss Cross, was known for her strictness. Discipline was enforced with a ruler, a common practice at the time.

			This strict environment made school a daunting place for Rose, especially given her background. Rose felt different from most other children, and this presented many challenges. In addition, she believed that her peers at school knew about her background, which made her feel like an outcast. Being born illegitimate in 1938 was heavily frowned upon, and Rose felt the weight of this stigma.

			Despite the difficulties, Rose found solace in her friendships. She made two lifelong friends at school, Loreen and Wendy. Their friendship provided her with much-needed support and companionship.
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			Loreen and Wendy were more than just friends; they were her confidantes and pillars of strength. Over the years, they have kept in touch, maintaining a bond that has lasted nearly 80 years. Rose still regularly speaks with them. She deeply values these friendships and appreciates the unwavering support Loreen and Wendy have given her throughout her life.

			School was not just about academics for Rose. It was also a place where she learned important life lessons and developed her social skills. The strict discipline of Miss Cross taught her resilience and the importance of adhering to rules. However, it was her friendships with Loreen and Wendy that taught her the true meaning of loyalty and support. They stood by her side through thick and thin, providing a sense of belonging that she desperately needed.

			Outside of school, Rose’s childhood was filled with happy memories. The family lived near the beach, and she loved swimming whenever she felt like it. Family picnics at the beach were a regular occurrence, and Christmases and special occasions were spent with her grandmother and cousins. After Christmas lunch, they would often head to the beach for a swim, creating cherished memories for Rose. These moments provided a stark contrast to the challenges she faced at school, offering her a sense of normalcy and joy.

			As a teenager, Rose’s social life blossomed. She loved going to dances at St Kilda Town Hall with her friends Loreen and Wendy. These dances were a highlight of her teenage years, providing an opportunity to socialise and have fun. The dances were not just about the music and dancing; they were a chance for Rose to feel like she belonged, to be part of a community. The friendships she formed during these years were invaluable, providing her with a support network that she could rely on.

			After leaving school, Rose embarked on her professional journey at Cherub Shoes Pty Ltd in Church Street, Richmond. This was a significant step for her, as it marked the beginning of her transition from adolescence to adulthood. At the Cherub Shoes factory, Rose worked in the office, specifically handling payroll. Her affinity for mathematics, which she had developed during her school years, made her well-suited for this role. She enjoyed the precision and attention to detail that the job required, and she took pride in ensuring that all employees were paid accurately and on time.

			The Cherub Shoes factory was a bustling place, filled with the sounds of machinery and the chatter of workers. Rose quickly adapted to the fast-paced environment and became an integral part of the office team. Her colleagues appreciated her diligence and reliability, and she formed strong working relationships with many of them. The factory was more than just a workplace for Rose; it was a community where she felt valued and respected. During her time at the Cherub Shoes factory, Rose’s responsibilities grew. She took on additional tasks, such as managing employee records and assisting with inventory. Her ability to handle multiple responsibilities with efficiency and grace did not go unnoticed. Rose’s supervisors recognised her hard work and dedication, and she was often praised for her contributions to the factory’s smooth operation.
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			The wedding of Rose and Harry Hardy

			It was during her tenure at Cherub Shoes that Rose met Harry Hardy. Their meeting was serendipitous and marked the beginning of a new chapter in her life. Rose was visiting her mother and stepfather, John, in Bemm River, hoping that John would teach her to drive. However, John recommended a young man named Harry, who often helped with chores around their house. Harry agreed to teach Rose to drive, and as they spent time together, a bond began to form. Their relationship blossomed, and they eventually married on 24 January 1959, at East Malvern. The reception was held at the local hall, with Rose’s Uncle Mick’s band providing the music.

			After their marriage, Rose and Harry first lived in Elwood, Melbourne, in the back of a friend’s parents’ house. They later purchased their first home in Boronia, in a new estate.
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			Rose and Harry’s first house in Boronia

			Rose’s work life took a new direction as she transitioned from being an office worker to a homemaker and mother. She embraced her new role with the same dedication and commitment she had shown at Cherub Shoes Rose and Harry had three sons: Geoff, John, and Peter. Raising three boys was no small feat, and Rose approached motherhood with the same meticulous care she had applied to her work. She managed the household, ensuring that her sons were well-cared for and that their home was a place of love and stability. Rose’s organisational skills, honed during her time at Cherub Shoes, proved invaluable as she juggled the demands of raising a family.
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			Peter, John and Geoff at Play

			Harry worked for the Post-Master General’s Department (PMG), driving trucks and transporting phone exchanges to various locations for installation.

			This job required him to be away from home frequently, leaving Rose to manage the household and care for their sons on her own. Rose took on the dual role of mother and father, providing discipline and guidance to her boys. She was a firm but loving parent, using a strap to get their attention when necessary. Her sons respected her authority and appreciated the structure and stability she provided.
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			Rose, Peter and Rose’s mother Molly

			

			Harry and the boys were all St Kilda supporters and Rose recalls sewing St Kilda football guernseys for the boys, watching them proudly wear their red, white and black striped tops.

			Unfortunately, the white stripe never stayed clean for long, thanks to the endless games and rolling around in the dirt. Geoff, John and Peter were outside kids and always had lots of friends around. Rose recalls them all as being good kids, she enjoyed having a busy noisy house. The family had a pet dog, a German shepherd called Rin Tin Tin, which went everywhere with the boys. As Rose said if you could see Rin Tin Tin, you knew the boys were somewhere close by.

			When Harry’s health began to decline due to exposure to the insecticide Dieldrin, Rose’s role as a caregiver took on new dimensions. She cared for Harry during his illness while continuing to raise their sons. Her strength and resilience during this challenging time were remarkable, and her sons considered her a superwoman for her ability to manage so much on her own. Peter was 10, John was 11 and Geoff was 14 when their father passed away.

			After Harry’s passing, Rose received a compensation payout from the PMG. She decided to use some of the money to take her sons to England to meet their father’s side of the family. This trip was a brave and adventurous decision, and it created wonderful memories for the entire family. They spent three months in England, meeting and staying with Harry’s large family. The trip was a significant investment, but Rose never regretted spending the money. The boys maintain contact with their extended family in England, and the experience enriched their lives.

			Upon returning to Australia, Rose continued to manage the household and support her sons as they grew up. She taught them to drive in her LC Holden Torana and encouraged their interests and careers. Rose missed Harry immensely but as she said, ‘nothing is going to stop because your life is bad, life keeps going and you just have to get on with it.’

			In 1986, Rose met Ian Sorbie, and they embarked on a new adventure together. They travelled around Australia for twelve months in a camper trailer, enjoying the freedom and excitement of life on the road. Rose loved the experience of seeing new places. While this was a wonderful adventure it wasn’t without its challenges. There were lots of altercations and Rose occasionally threatened to leave and go home, however, as she said, how was she going to do that – walk! So, she stuck it out and while it certainly challenged her and Ian’s relationship it also strengthened it. Rose and Ian married in 1987 and moved to Mooloolaba on the Queensland Sunshine Coast, a place they had both loved during their travels. Ian worked as a physio assistant at the local hospital in Nambour, while Rose adjusted to life in a new environment. Living in Mooloolaba presented its own set of challenges, particularly the humidity, which Rose found difficult to tolerate. She often found herself seeking refuge in the supermarket, standing in front of the freezer to cool down. Despite this, Rose enjoyed her time in Mooloolaba and appreciated the beauty of the Sunshine Coast.

			In 2002, Rose and Ian returned to Melbourne, purchasing a house in Rosebud where they lived for twelve months before moving to Paynesville. They spent fifteen years in Paynesville, enjoying a quieter, more relaxed lifestyle. Unfortunately, both Ian and Rose’s health began to decline, leading to significant changes in their lives. Ian transitioned to an aged care facility in Paynesville, while Rose faced her own health challenges. In 2019, she was sent to the Alfred Hospital after experiencing a bleed on the brain. She spent three months in the Alfred and was then transferred to Caulfield for further rehabilitation. Sadly, Ian passed away while Rose was at the Alfred, marking the end of their journey together. In 2020, Rose moved to Merbein to stay with her son Peter, daughter-in-law Tracy, and their family for six months. She then moved into a Bingarra unit run by Chaffey Aged Care. In 2022, Rose transitioned to Chaffey Aged Care, where she currently resides. She has embraced her new living situation and participates in all the activities on offer. Rose regularly goes out to dinner with Peter and Tracy and enjoys a flutter on the pokies.

			Rose is very proud of her three sons and the men they have become. She reflects often on the values she instilled in them – kindness, resilience, and a strong sense of family – which she sees reflected in their lives today. Geoff, John and Peter have all built wonderful families of their own and Rose values the close relationships she maintains with all of them. They keep in touch regularly, sharing updates, celebrating milestones, and supporting each other through life’s ups and downs.

			They all have wonderful families and keep in touch with her. Rose considers them her greatest achievement in life. Geoff now lives in Neerim Junction near Warragul; he is a fitter and turner and has his own business. John lives in Langwarrin near Frankston and is an interstate truck driver and Peter lives in Merbein. Peter is an electrician and is currently renovating an old block house. Rose has eight grandchildren and nine great grandchildren. She is very much looking forward to attending her granddaughter, Jaimee’s wedding in October.

			Throughout her life, Rose has faced numerous challenges with grace and courage. She has maintained her kind, gentle nature and wicked sense of humour, dealing with whatever life throws at her. Rose’s work life, both in the professional and personal realms, has been marked by dedication, resilience, and an unwavering commitment to her family.

			The second verse of the song, Rose Marie, I Love You that she was named after sums Rose up beautifully…

			You’re gentle and kind, divinely designed 
As graceful as the pines above you
There’s an angel’s breath beneath your sighs
There’s a little devil in your eyes
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